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Turkey, Iraq prepare to reopen pipeline 

— Turkc y ***& ,ra 4 aiC preparing to reopen min oil 
ptpetones that were used for Iraqi oil exports before the United Nations 
last year, a Turkish official said Tuesday. Oktay Vural. chairman 

?. f “jcfatf-run Turkish pipeline concern Betas, stressed the opening of 
the 986-kOotnetre network would be subject to the lifting of the U.N. 
embargo damped on Iraq after its Takeover at Kuwait last August. "We 
are getting the pipelines technically ready for a possible decision by the 
government for the resumption of the oil flow. That decision will oontinuc 
to be subjeetto the lifting of the embargo.” Mr. Vural said. The economic 

embargo against Iraq, especially its ability to export oil, is expected to be 
lifted m the near future. Sanctions would be lifted by the U.N. Sccurirv 
Counp! on the recommendation of its Sanctions Committee. Iraq’s 
agreement to permit a U.N. police force to help protea Kurds in northern 
Iraq is considered a major factor in the decision to allow Iraq to begin 
pumping and exporting oil again. The Turkish announce mem fallowed 
OOts here last week with an Iraqi delegation headed by Ghazi Saber AH. 
the president of Iraq's North oil company in charge of the production and 
export of oil in Kurdish-dominated northern Iraq. The talks had been 
“purely technical.*’ Mr. Vural said. 
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Hrawi seeks backing for treaty 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's President Elias Hrawi Tuesday sought the 
backing of Christian and Muslim religious leaders for a treaty of "special 
relations'* with Damascus. Official sources said Mr. Hrawi contacted the 
country's top clerics in a bid to /ally “a unified national stand” on the 
treaty between Beirut and Damascus. Mr. Hrawi and Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad arc due to sign the brotherhood, cooperation and 
coordination treaty at a summit conference in the Syrian capital 
Wednesday. Special relations with Syria have been a bone of contention 
between Lebanon's Christians and Muslims. While the Christians were 
suspicious or Syria's ambitions in Lebanon. Muslims saw in Damascus a 
dose ally. Christian denes and ministers voiced concern ai the treaty, 
fearing tutelage by Syria which already has about 40.000 troops deployed 
in two-thirds of Lebanon. The right-wing Falange Party, which has in the 
past opposed Syria's political and military role in Lebanon, asked for 
more riarificauoDs and adjustments in the wording of the treaty, approved 
by cabinet last week. "For mutual interests, wc call on officials of the two 
countries to correct what has to be corrected and clarify what has to be 
clarified through a precise, sound and reassuring text." sid a Falange 
statement. 
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Iraqi deputies assail 
trade minister 

BAGHDAD (R) — Three mem- 
bers of Iraq’s National Assembly 
have demanded the questioning 
of the trade minister on charges 
of negligence. The government 
newspaper Al Jumhouriyah said 
the deputies called on the assem- 
bly to quiz Mohammad Mehdi 

^ Saleh, who kept his post in a 
cabinet reshuffle In March. 
“There is deliberate negligence 
on the part of the ministry that 
justifies the questioning of the 
minister in a special session,” it 
quoted Mujbel Al Sheikh Isa, 
Raj a ’a Al Shaw i and Habib 
Mohan as saying in a letter to the 
assembly. The paper did not say 
when the letter was sent to the 
250-member assembly. 

jf Iran to lift 
travel bans 

NICOSIA (R) — Bans on foreign 
travel for thousands of Iranians 
will be lifted under a plan drawn 
up by Iran's central bank to settle 
debts they owe it, Tehran Radio 
quoted a bank official as saying. 
A travel ban was imposed on 
thousands of people accused of 
transferring large amounts of 
money abroad in the final months 
of die Shah’s rule which ended 
with the 1979 Islamic revolution 

j.s in 1979. The bank official said 
13,000 people who owed currency 
could act to settle with the bank 
over a four-month period from 
Wednesday. 

Qaboos In Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — Sultan Qaboos 
Ben Said of Oman arrived in 
Cairo from Saudi Arabia Tuesday 
at the start of a three-day state - 
visit to Egypt, officials said. The 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) re- 

. ported that in remarks made on 
his departure for Cairo, the Sul- 
tan expressed satisfaction over his 
talks with Saudi Arabia’s King 
Fahd. The Omani News Agency 
quoted Oman’s Minister of State ’ 
for Foreign Affairs Yousef Benr 
Alawi as saying the Saudi 
monarch and the Sultan agreed 
on the importance of new 
methods to ensure security in the 
region in the wake of the Gulf 
war. 

Mubarak sacks 
veteran 
oil minister 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak has sacked 
bis veteran oil minister, Abdul 
Hadi Kandeel, replacing him with 
a senior oil industry executive. 
Egypt’s national Middle East 
News Agency (MENA) said the 
pew oil minister, Hamdi Ali Al 
Banbi, was appointed late on 
Monday night, only hours after a 
major cabinet reshuffle in which 

* Mr. Mubarak replaced his foreign 

and defence ministers. 

UNESCO postpones 
vote on Palestine 

PARIS (R) — The executive 
board of UNESCO on Tuesday 
postponed for a second time a 
controversial derision on admit- 
ting Palestine as a full member of 
the JU.N. cultural body. UN- 
ESCO sources said the postpone- 
ment was approved without dis- 
sent after Yemen, one of the 
countries proposing Palestinian 
membership, said the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (FLO) 
was in favour of putting off the 
derision. Omar Massalba, PLO 
observer at UNESCO, said the 
decision was not related to inter- 
national disapproval of the PLO’s 

~ support of Iraq in the Gulf war. 

Rafeanjanf tells 
Iran’s pilgrims to 

behave 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran™ l* a i 
pilgrims retaining to Saudi Ara- 
bia next month for the first time 
since bloody riots in Mecca in 
1987, were told to behave them- 
selves by President Akbar Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani. Speaking at the 
tomb of the late supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ruhoflah . Khomeini, 
Tehran Radio quoted Mr. Raf- 
sanjani as saying on Tuesday: 
.“The important task is to spread 
the foots of Islam and we don’t 

.. need to contaminate our ■ state- 

• 'merit with' acts which provide 
-pretexts for enemies of Islam and 
create obstacles for us. 


Gandhi assassinated 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — For- 
mer Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
and at least 22 other people were 
killed Tuesday when a powerful 
bomb exploded at an election 
rally in southern India. 

Mr. Gandhi had just gotten out 
of his car in the town of 
Sriperumbudur, 40 kilometres 
southwest of Madras, when the 
blast occurred, In dian news agen- 
cies said. 

A government spokesman con- 
finned the reports. 

Mr. Gandhi was killed in the 
southern state of Tamil Nadu 
seven years after becoming pre- 
mier when his mother. Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi, was 
assassinated by Sikh bodyguards. 

The Press Trust of India (PTT) 
news agency said much of Mr. 
Gandhi’s head was blown off. 

The press agency United News of 
India (UNI) said Mr. Gandhi was 


receiving bouquets from his suppor- 
ters when the bomb went off at 10:20 
p.m. (1650 GMT). 

Mr. Gandhi had arrived at Madras 
airport about two hours earlier to 
campaign for his Congress Party in 
this week's national elections. 

According to PT1. he was cheerful 
and confident about his party's 
chances in the elections. Most opin- 
ion polls have said the Congress was 
likely to win and Mr. Gandhi was 
poised to make a comeback. 

The former prime minister was 
probably blown up by a remote- 
controlled bomb, according to initial 
reports by police in Madras. 

Police suspected Sri Lankan Tamil 
militants could have been among 
those who carried out the attack, said 

PTI. 

Mr. Gandhi was blown up when he 
arrived at an election meeting about 
an hour behind schedule. 

He was receiving bouquets of flow- 
ers from supporters when an explo- 
sion ripped apart his dais. Part of his 
face was blown off and his body was 



Rqjrv Gandhi 

badly mutilated, reporters at the 
scene said. 

PTI said the body of the 46-year- 


old Gandhi was taken to the general 
hospital in Madras. 

About 23)0 people have been killed 
since campaigning began six weeks 
ago for India's 10th national elections 
since independence from Britain in 
1974. 

Government chief spokesman 
Ramamohan Rao confirmed Mr. 
Gandhi's death, but had no further 
details of the attack on the Congress 
Party leader. 

His body was expected to be flown 
to Delhi after a period of lying in 
stale. 

His Italian- born wire Sonia was not 
with him at the Congress Party meet- 
ing where he died. PTI said. 

Tamil Nadu was to have voted next 
Sunday. The week-long elections 
started Monday. 

Mr. Gandhi, the grandson of Indi- 
a’s first post-independence Prime 
Minister Jawaharial Nehru, took over 
as leader of the Congress Party from 
his mother Indira, shot by her body- 
guards in 1984. Mr. Gandhi's younger 
brother Sanjay died in a stunt plane 


crash in 1980. 

PTI said at least a dozen other 
people were feared killed in the blast. 
The agency said its own reporter was 
at the scene. 

Mr. Gandhi, who was prime minis- 
ter from 1984 until 1989, was lying in 
a pool of blood along with several 
unidentified bodies, reporters at the 
sc ene said. 

PTI said security men cordoned off 
the area and were trying to get the 
injured to hospital. 

UNI news agency said Mr. Gandhi 
was identified by a senior police 
officer, who turned the mutilated 
body over. 

His clothes were tom and he was 
lying face down in his own blood. 

There was no immediate claim of 
responsibility for the attack. But most 
of the violence in the southern slate 
has been attributed to Tamil militants 
from neighbouring Sri Lanka who 
have sought refuge in Tamil Nadu. 

Mr. Gandhi, as prime minister, 

(Continued on page 2) 


24 face 
death in 
Kuwaiti 
trials 

KUWAIT CITY (Agencies) — 
Twenty-four people went before 
a martial law court Tuesday that 
could order them hanged for their 
work on an Iraqi-run newspaper 
that criticised Kuwait’s royal 
family during the occupation. 

After several hours of testi- 
mony, the judges granted defence 
motions to recess until June 1 so 
attorneys can study the evidence 
against their clients. 

The recess came q day after the 
treatment of other defendants 
prompted expressions of concern 
in the West. 

The court tried the first of an 
estimated 300 alleged collabor- 
ators on Sunday,. and meted out 
stiff sentences in quick succession 
for six defendants without allow- 
ing witnesses to be called or 
presenting evidence publicly. 

The most severe sentence 
handed out Sunday was 15 years 
in prison, given to a man whose 
only stated offence was wearing a 
Saddam Hussein T-shirt, and 
many defence attorneys were 
appointed on the spot. 

On Tuesday, Ministry of Jus- 
tice spokesman Ahmad Al Sarawi 
said the man “had worked for 
Iraqi intelligence and the T-shirt 
was just part of the minor evi- 
dence against him.” 

The swift, summary treatment 
raised concerns about whether 
-the defendants were getting fair 
trials. Defence attorneys com- 
plained Sunday that confessions 
were extracted from some of the 
accused through torture. 

Western nations are watching the 
proceedings carefully in the light of 
widespread reports of reprisals by 
JKnwajtis — including torture and 
leilKpg s — against alleged collabor- 
ators after Iraqi forces left Kuwait m 
February. 

In Washington Monday, President 
George Bush called on Kuwait to 
“extend a fair trial to everybody” 
accused of cooperating with the Iraqi 
forces. 

White House Press Secretary Mar- 
lin Fitzwater said: “We do have con- 
cerns about the justice system in 
Kuwait." 

The journalists tried Tuesday, most 
of them Palestinians who carry va- 
rious passports, wrote for the A! 
Nkja, the only newspaper allowed in 
Kuwait during Iraq's seven-month 
occupation. 

Most testified they had beat forced 
to work on the paper out of fear, need 
for money or to avoid being sent to 


Six women, their heads covered by 
Magic veils, were among the defen- 
dants, who shuffled into the packed, 
103-seaf courtroom as proceedings 
started at 9*30 a.m. Twelve of fee 
male defendants were placed In a 
steel cage. 

AH 22 defendants present — two 
mil be tried in absentia — pleaded 
not guilty in fee small courtroom at. 
the ultra-modem, eight-storey Palace 
of Justice. 

The two at large are a Lebanese 
and a Jordanian. The other defen- 
dants are a Kuwaiti, 24 Jordanians, 
five Iraqis, a bedoun (a stateless 
resident of Kuwait) and a Palestinian 
wife Egyptian-issued refugee travell- 
ing documents. 

Western diplomats and delegates 
from the International Committee of 
fee Red Cross and the London-based 

(Continued on page 5) 


‘Public health catastrophe’ if 
urgent action not taken in Iraqj 

‘170,000 children face death by next year’ 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — At least 170,000 
Iraqi children under five years of 
age face certain death unless ur- 
gent food and medical supplies 
are rushed to the beleaguered 
country, an American student 
group has found after a nine-day 
mission. 

The findings of the mission, 
undertaken for experts and stu- 
dents from Harvard University, 
say that the projected mortality 
rate represents a 100 per cent 
increase in Iraq compared with 
statistics from before the eruption 
of the Gulf crisis in August last 
year. 

Even at that, says a copy of the 
Harvard report, the projections 
are “conservative." It says that in 
aD probability, "the actual num- 
ber of deaths of children under 
five will be much higher. While 
children under five were the focus 


of the study, a large increase in 
deaths among the rest of the 
population is also likely.*’ 

Hie report, a copy of which 
was made available to the Jordan' 
Times, documents a "public 
health catastrophe" resulting 
from a “breakdown*’ of Iraq’s 
medical system in addition to 
acute shortages of medicate, 
equipment, and staff. It con- 
cludes that "the state of medical 
care is desperate and — unless 
conditions substantially change 
— will continue to deteriorate in 
every region and at nearly every 
provider level." 

The report cites fee incapacita- 
tion of 18 of 20 power plants 
during the Gulf war, with several 
damaged beyond repair, as a 
principle cause of the deteriora- 
tion in public health. It bases its 
findings on information collected 
during unsupervised visits to 
power plants in various areas in 
Iraq. The country's power- 


generating capacity has been re- 
duced to 20 per cent of its pre-war 
level, it says. 

“There is a link in Iraq be- 
tween electrical power and public 
health,’’ states the report. “With- 
out electricity, water cannot be 
purified, sewage cannot be tre- 
ated, water-borne diseases flour- 
ish, and hospitals cannot treat 
curable illness.” 

The report also states that the 
immediate cause of death in most 
cases will be water-borne infec- 
tious diseases combined with se- 
vere malnutrition. 

The study finds an extraordin- 
ary prevalence among children of 
acute malnutrition, including 
marasmus and kwashiorkor. The 
rise in infant and child malnutri- 
tion is primarily due to severe 
food shortages and a consequent 
ten-fold or more increase in the 
price of food. 

(Cootimed on page 2) 


| children under five were fee focus Iraq, ine country s power- * 

Yemen urges Arab states 
to learn from Gulf crisis 

SANAA (R) — Yemeni Presi- “We hope that positions will be States and its allies. 


SANAA (R) — Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh said 
Tuesday all Arab states should 
learn from the Golf crisis and 
turn a new page to heal rifts 
caused by fee events following 
Iraq's takeover of Kuwait. 

Speaking on the eye of Ye- 
men’s first anniversary as a uni- 
fied state, Mr. Saleh told Reuters 
fee country was working to res- 
tore its relations with Gulf Arab 
neighbours angered by its stand 
on the crisis. 

“We hope each Arab country 
revises its calculations — the right 
and the wrong — so Arabs can 
open a new page in their dealings 
on fee level of regional ties and 
the Arab group as a world,” he 
said. 


“We hope that positions will be 
unified and perhaps everyone will 
learn a lesson from events in the 
Gulf that could benefit us in the 
future — so dealings will become 
more dear, more frank and more 
credible than was the case before 
fee crisis,” he said. 

At the time fee only Arab 
member of fee U.N. Security 
Council, the Yemeni govern- 
ment, which bad strong ties with 
Iraq, drew critidsm for policies 
seen' as pro-Iraqi. 

Yemen voted for a U.N. re- 
solution condemning Iraq's 
annexation of Kuwait but against 
another authorising the use of 
force against Baghdad. It ab- 
stained from several resolutions 
which were backed by fee United 


States and its allies. 

As a result, Sanaa's main aid 
donors, the six-member Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC), 
stopped giving petrodollars to 
Yemen plunging the country 
deeper into recession. 

GCC member Saudi Arabia 
withdrew special residence and 
work privileges for Yemenis, 
sending home of up to a million 1 
people whose remittances used to 
provide the impoverished country 
wife most of its foreign exchange. 

Riyadh also expelled Yemeni 
and Jordanian diplomats after 
people in both countries demons- 
trated against its decision to in- 
vite U.S. and foreign forces into 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel vows 
Golan amid 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A 
hardline Israeli minister vowed 
Tuesday to build more settle- 
ments in the occupied Golan 
Heights while another said his 
country was ready for talks with 
Palestinians from the occupied 
territories. 

The statements came against 
the backdrop of international cri- 
ticism of Israel for its expulsions 
of Palestinians from fee occupied 
territories and a disclosure by 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker in Washington that he had 
no intention of returning to the 
Middle East in another bid to 
arrange Arab-Israeli peace talks.. 

Housing Minister Ariel Sharon, 
starting another Jewish town in occu- 
pied territory, vowed to double the 
Israeli population on fee Golan 
Heights to ensure it never returns to 
Syria. 

The new settlement of Kanaf, on 
die strategic plateau high above the 
Serof Galilee, coincides wife a flurry 
of buOdiflg inside fee occupied West 
Bank since Washington stepped up 


more settlements in 
criticism of expulsions 


efforts to convene peace talks. 

“The aim of fee government is to 
double the Jewish settlement that 
exists here today,” Mr. Sharon told 
reporters. “Today 12.400 Jews live in 
the Golan Heights and we have 
reached the conclusion feat the Jew- 
ish settlement must at least double 
Here." 

“The component of settlement in 
the Golan Heights — as in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip — is a compo- 
nent of security in Israel,” the minis- 
ter said. 

Israel Radio said Monday fee gov- 
ernment had also approved a second 
new settlement on fee Golan, which 
Israel “annexed” over international 
protests in 1981- 

The radio said the chairman of the 
Golan settlement committee repotted 
plans were accelerated “to demons- 
trate Israel's determination not to 
give up the Golan Heights.” 

Mr, Sharon said he had promised 
Washington not to settle Soviet Jew- 
ish 'immigrants in fee West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, which Israel has never 
formally "annexed.” But he said that 
did not apply to fee Golan. 

Another member of Prime Minister 


Yitzhak Shamir's cabinet said in an 
interview published Tuesday that 
Israel must reach an autonomy settle- 
ment wife Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Justice Minister Dan Meridor made 
the statement as Mr. Baker's efforts 
to bring about a wider peace confer- 
ence involving Arab slates and 
Palestinians appeared to face increas- 
ing difficulties. » 

“We have to initiate a dialogue 
wife the Arabs in (the West Bank) in 
■order ,io arrive ar an intermediary 
solution under the autonomy formu- 
la, an independent government," Mr. 
Meridor told fee daily Haaretz. 

Mr. Meridor. who is close to Mr. 
Shamir but is regarded as more 
pragmatic, said fee government has 
prepared to talk with any Arab from 
the West Bank and Gaza strip “who is 
not a terrorist, who does not have 
blood on his hands.” 

Mr. Meridor denied Israel’s con- 
tinued settlement of Jews in fee occu- 
pied territories was frustrating- Bak- 
er’s attempts to set up a peace confer- 
ence. 

It is “almost fee opposite,” he said. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Mengistu 

flees 

Ethiopia 

ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) — 
President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam, under pressure from re- 
bels who seized much of the 
territory, resigned and fled 
Ethiopia on Tuesday, state radio 
announced. 

The noon (0900 GMT) broad- 
cast said Lieutenant-General Tes~ 
faye Gebre-Kidan, a former de- 
fence minister, bad taken over 
this Horn of Africa nation. 

The streets of the capital were 
quiet following the radio 
announcement. 

Mr. Mengisru's destination was 
not announced. Sources said they 
believed Mr. Mengistu had ar- 
rived in Nairobi, capital of neigh- 
bouring Kenya, but it could not 
immediately be Confirmed- 

Sources also said Mr. Mengis- 
tu ’s final destination was Zim- 
babwe, where rebels say bis fami- 
ly has been living for several 
months. His wife arrived there 
from Addis Ababa Tuesday even- 
ing. 

“Mengistu has resigned and 
left the country this morning at 
the request of various bodies,” 
the radio said, quoting the coun- 
cil of state. 

The radio did not identify those 
bodies. But opposition groups 
have repeatedly called for Mr. 
Mengistu's resignation, in recent 
months. The United States and 
most European countries had 
also quietly urged his departure. 

Mr. Mengistu. who ruled 
Ethiopia since 1977, had fallen 
under increasing pressure from 
the rebels. His impoverished na- 
tion also is facing a famine that is 
threatening more than seven mil- 
lion people. 

The Soviet Union, Ethiopia’s 
main ally for about a decade, 
since 1989 has greatly reduced its 
aid. This loss had weakened the 
ability of Mr. Mengisru's govern- 
ment to fight three major rebel 
incursions. 

A spokesman for the rebel 
Ethiopian People’s Democratic 
Revolutionary Front, which has 
seized a significant portion of 
northern Ethiopia since Febru- 
ary, said Mr. Mengistu's depar- 
ture was inevitable. 

"We have been putting increas- 
ing pressure on bim and now we 
are very close to the capital,” said 
Asefa Mamo, speaking by tele- 
phone from his London office. 

But Mr. Asefa said Mr. Men- 
gistu’s departure was simply the 
removal of “one evil person,” 
and did not signal a significant 
change of government. 

He said Gen. Tesfeye was Mr. 
Mengistu’s right-hand man and 
had been responsible for the gov- 
ernment’s military strategy. 

Gen. Tesfaye beads the milit- 
ary campaign supreme command, 
charged with prosecuting the war 
against the rebels. 

“It’s still the same government 
even if one individual is re- 
moved,” said Mr. Asefa. 

Nonetheless, he said, the re- 
bels still planned peace talks that 
are scheduled to be held next 
week under U.S. mediation. 

The U.S. embassy in London 
said the talks were still on sche- 
dule to begin Monday in London. 
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Prime Minister Mudar Badran Tuesday receives Iraqi Vice-President 
Taha Yassin Ramadan upon his arrival en route to Yemen (Petra 
photo) 

King meets Ramadan 

Iraqi leader hopes for sound 
inter-Arab relations and unity 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Tuesday met with 
Iraqi Vice-President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan, who arrived here ear- 
lier in the day en route to Yemen. 
Mr. Ramadan conveyed to the 
King greetings of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein and his pride in 
Jordanian-Iraqi relations, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

Mr. Ramadan was also re- 
ceived by Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran. The two discussed the 
current Arab situation and bi- 
lateral relations, Petra reported. 

Mr. Ramadan said in a state- 
ment following arrival at Amman 


airport that there should be ex- 
ceptional efforts by all the Arab 
parties and the Arab League to 
draw up the main features of the 
inter-Arab relations, “which have 
priority over Arab states* rela- 
tions with non-Arab states". 

“We hope that we all, with the 
Arab League, will succeed in 
initiating sound inter-Arab rela- 
tions that have the (Arab) Na- 
tion's interests as a priority," he 
said. 

Mr. Ramadan said the dialogue 
between the Iraqi government 
and Kurdish leaders was proceed- 

(Contfenued on page 2) 


Sanctions pane! retains 
ban on Iraqi oil sales 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council's Sanctions 
Committee continued to withhold 
permission on Tuesday for Iraq to 
export nearly $1 billion worth of 
oil in order to buy food and other 
civilian supplies. 

“There was no green light for 
oil exports,” committee Chair- 
man Peter Hohenfellner of Au- 
stria told reporters after a closed- 
door meeting. 

He said Iraq had replied to a 
committee request for informa- 
tion on whether it had other 
resources that it could use to buv 
food. 

Bot there was no consensus on 
whether the Iraqi response was 
sufficiently specific, be added. 

Iraq asked the committee in a 
letter on April 14 for permission 
to sell oil to enable it to buy 
,$942.3 million worth of food and 
other civilian goods that it said 
were badly needed over the next 
four months. 

Referring to the Iraqi letter 
about possible alternative means 
of paying, Mr. Hohenfellner said: 
"Several members said that it is 
not specific enough, it does not 
contain specific amounts of 
money or gold which would give a 
sufficiently clear picture of the 


Jordan exempted 


Mr. Hohenfellner said the com- 
mittee took note of a letter from 
Jordan saying it had resumed its 
imports of limited quantities of 
essential o3 and oil derivatives 
from Iraq. 

These were being paid for by 
reducing Iraq’s existing debts to 
Jordan. 

But Mr. Hohenfellner said this 
was not new since Jordan had 
bean allowed to Import Iraqi ofl 
even after sanctions were imposed 
mi Baghdad last August, “be- 
cause Jordan is a unique case, 
Jordan is so much exposed to the 
dependency on oil imports.” 

internal resources of Iraq. 

“Other delegations said that 
they are satisfied with the letter. 
So there was no consensus on the 
letter." 

The letter, a copy of which was. 
obtained by Reuters, contained' 
no figures. 

Dated May 19, it said all of 
Iraq's foreign currency assets de- 
posited abroad with international 
banks and aJJ of the revenue 
accruing to it after Aug. 2 — the 

(Continued on page ?) 


Iraq expects autonomy 
talks to be successful 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said Tuesday it would soon 
announce a positive outcome of 
autonomy talks between the gov- 
ernment and Kurdish rebel lead- 
ers. 

"The outcome of the dia- 
logue... will be announced in the 
next few days and will bolster the 
national unity of our people and 
foil the evil plots by the enemies 
aimed at undermining Iraq’s 
sovereignty,” the ruling Baath 
Party daily Al Thawra said. 

Massoud Bantam, the Kurdish 
Democratic Party (KDP) Leader 
who is heading eight Kurdish 
guerrilla groups in the talks, said 
Saturday preliminary agreement 
had been reached for a 20-point 
plan to introduce democracy in 
Iraq. 

He said differences over re- 
gional autonomy were holding up 
tile signing of a peace deal and 
Baghdad had yet to agree to a key 
Kurdish demand to include the 
oil city of Kirkuk in the auton- 
omous Kurdish region. 

"The positive results of this dia- 
logue will effectively and seriously 
contribute in completing fee pillars of 
the new stage and fee democratic 
process based on the (new) constitu- 
tion and political pluralism,” A I 
Thawra said. 

“The outcome will not only be a 
national achievement but a historical 


victory." 

After the Gulf war at the end of 
February, the Iraqi government 
promised a new constitution to intro- 
duce a multi-party system in Iraq, 
ruled by the Baath Party since 1968. 

Iraq’s ruling council has decided to 
abolish the Revolutionary Court, 
which has handled all major political 
and security cases since its founding 
more than 20 years ago. 

The Iraqi News Agency (IN A) said 
the derision was made by fee Revolu- 
tionary Command Council in line 
with the reforms promised in March 
by President Saddam. 

The derision. INA said, also was 
designed “to enhance the role of the 
Iraqi judiciary in accordance wife its 
known formations, laws and powers." 

Iraq has civil courts, a court of 
appeals, criminal courts and an Isla- 
mic court. But major cases that had, 
any relation to national security, in- 
cluding political cases, were brought 
to the Revolutionary Court. 

The Revolutionary Court has 
established in 1969, under fee rale of 
Ahmad Hassan Al Bakr. He was 
replaced bv President Saddam in 
1979. 

INA said that under fee decision, 
which takes effect immediately, all 
cases pending at the Revolutionary 
Court will be turned over to fee legal 
affairs department in fee president's 
office , for reassignment to other 
courts. 

The White House reacted wife, 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Kuwait wants half 


of Iraq’s oil money 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Kuwait is seeking about SO per 
cent of Iraq's future oil revenues 
in the next year as downpayment 
on an estimated $60 billion in war 
damages, its U.N. ambassador 
said Monday. 

Ambassador Mohammad Abu- 
hasan spoke as the Security 
Council voted to create a fund for 
victims of Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait and place its governing 
body in Geneva. The vote was 14 
to 0 undi Cuba abstaining. 

The council's resolution did not 
designate a portion of future Iraqi 
oil revenues for compensation. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar has to set the max- 
imum amount Iraq has to pay and 
die Security Council has to 
approve it. Then a governing 
council sets the actual figure. 

Mr. Abulhasan told reporters 
he asked Mr. Perez de Cuellar to 
.set the ceiling at SO per cent of 
Iraq's oil revenues. He said the 
actual amount should be the same 
for at least the first year. 

Tire aim was for Kuwait to be 
compensated about $60 billion 
within 10 years, including losses 
for oil fields the Iraqi army, 
allegedly set on fire he estimated 
at $120 million a day. 

U.S. Ambassador Thomas 
Pickering said Washington also 
advocated a ceiling in the 50 per 
cent range to provide for all 
situations. But so far this number 
has little support on the council 
with British and French envoys 
speculating the ceiling will be 
closer to 25 per cent to 30 per 
cent. 

Monday's resolution estab- 
lishes Geneva as the venue for a 
policy-making governing council 
composed of envoys from all 15 
states on the Security Council. 
Their decisions are to be taken by 
a majority vote, with no state 
having veto power. 

But the document specifically 


notes that the governing council 
can decide to place other activi- 
ties in another city. The British 
government wants the fund and 
die commissioners who adjudi- 
cate he claims located in London. 
Geneva and the Hague also are 
candidates. 


Trade sanctions were imposed 
against Iraq oq 6 Aug. four days after 
its invasion of Kuwait. But under 
terms of an April Security Coun- 
cil resolution exports, such as oil, 
are permitted once Baghdad's 
weapons of mass destruction are 
scrapped and a compensation 
fond is set up. 

However, imports to Iraq will 
not be removed until the council 
deems it necessary. 

Meanwhile, the White House 
contended Monday that Iraqi 
leader Saddam Hussein is “dis- 
credited beyond redemption and 
that economic sanctions against 
Iraq would not be lifted until be 
leaves power.” 

Spokesman Marlin Fitzwater 
said discussion was continuing on 
whether the United Nations 
would allow Iraq to export oil and 
begin paying compensation. 

Iraq’s Ambassador Abdul 
Amir A! An ban called the resolu- 
tion illegal, telling reporters the 
council “is being ruled virtually 
by one country, namely the Un- 
ited States.” But he said Iraq.had 
to agree to compensation because 
it had no other choice. 

He accused the council of 
planting” the seeds for its own 
destruction” and creating insta- 
bility in the region, “and all sorts 
of religious, political , geographic- 
al conflicts that would really 
undermine the whole world peace 
and order.” 

Iraq has asked for a five-year 
moratorium on its payments, 
saying its foreign debts and re- 
construction costs were exorbi- 
tant. 


Ten key parties to 
contest Algeria polls 


ALGIERS (R) — Ten main poli- 
tical parties will contest most of 
the 542 seats for Algeria's new 
National Assembly in the coun- 
try's first multi-party elections 
next month. 

The front-runners are the rul- 
ing National Liberation Front 
(FLN)» In office since independ- 
ence in 1962, which will contest 
all tbe seats and the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS), the main 
opposition party which has candi- 
dates in 528 constituencies. 


The fundamentalist FIS, led by 
Abbassi Madam, has emerged as 
the largest opposition group since 
President Cbadli Benjedid laun- 
ched a programme to liberalise 
Algerian politics and economics 
after nearly three decades of one- 
party socialist rule. 

In local government elections a 
year ago the FIS won more than 
half of the seats on municipal 
councils. 


The more moderate Muslim 
fundamentalist Hamas party led 
by Mahfoud Nahnah, which 
emerged only a few weeks ago to 
rival the FIS. will put up 366 
candidates. 

. A small centre-right group, the 
Algerian Party (PRA) which un- 
successfully tried to create an 
alliance with seven minor parties 
to challenge the FLN. will field 
426 candidates. 

The movement For Democracy 
in Algeria (MDA) led by former 
president Ahmad Ben Bella, 
which also failed to create an 
anti-FLN Alliance, has 367 candi- 
dates. 


' Th e Socialist Forces Front 
(FFS), a Berber party led by 
independence war hero Hodne 
Ait Ahmad, has candidates in 273 
constituencies, mainly in Berber 
areas like Setif east of Algiers 
where Mr. Ahmad himself will 
run for election. 


Kandahar 


residents 


warn 

rebels 


not to 


attack city 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Resi- 
dents of Afghanistan's battle-we- 
ary dty of Kandahar are warning 
insurgents against a ground 
assault on their city, sources said. 

Scores of residents have track- 
ed rebels to their hideouts in the 
rugged countryside and implored 
them to abandon their plan to 
attack Kandahar. Afghanistan's 
second-largest city. 


“They are telling us: *We are 
you supporters but if you attack 
the city innocent people ■wall be 
(tilled and you will lose our sup- 
port,”' said Minbaj. a rebel 
spokesman. 

About 50,000 people live in 
Kandahar, although Minbaj said 
about 2.000 families have left the 
city in the past week. 


Insurgents financed by the Un- 
ited States, Pakistan, Saudi Ara- 
bia and other sympathetic Arab 
states have been fighting nearly 
13 years to topple successive gov- 
ernments in Afghanistan. 

Last week rebels launched a 
limited offensive against Kanda- 
har restricting their attacks to 
long-range shelling of the airport 
and military posts surrounding 
the city. 


Minhaj said the guerrillas are 
divided over whether to attack 
the dty. 

“Some say that without a signi- 
ficant attack on Kandahar we 
won't be able to push Kandahar 
Governor Noor U1 Haq Uloomi 
out of the city." 


Mr. Uloomi, a hardline com- 
munist, has been Afghan Presi- 
dent Najibullah's staunchest ally 
and a shrewd negotiator with trib- 
al leaders around Kandahar, say 
several Afghan and Western 
sources. 

Kandahar — the scene of some 
of the heaviest fighting daring 
nine years of Soviet military in- 
tervention — has been relatively 
calm for almost two years largely 
because of cash payoff to influen- 
tial tribal leaders, observers say. 


In 1989 the Soviet Union with- 
drew 115.000 Red Army soldiers 
in line with a U.N. agreement. 
However, it continues to supply 
Kabul with an estimated $300 
million worth of military and 
humanitarian aid each month. 

Moscow says its troops inter- 
vened in December 1979 at the 
request of the Marxist govern- 
ment in Kabul. 

Rebels, meanwhile, claimed 
they shot down a government 
transport plane trying to land at 
Kandahar airport last Saturday 
and a helicopter gunship on the 
Kandahar-Kabul highway. 


Algeria has ‘Peace’ nuclear reactor 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria says it 
has named a nuclear research 
centre the “Assalam” (peace) 
reactor to counter U.S. and Brit- 
ish press reports that it was de- 
signed to help produce nuclear 
weapons. 

Haj Slimane Cherif, minister in 
charge of research, said in a 
television programme Monday 
night that the reactor would be 
used to train scientists, engineers 
and technicians. He denied it 
would be able to recycle pluto- 
nium for military use. 

British military attache Group 
Captain William Cross was asked 
to leave Algeria last month when 
he was found with a camera near 
the nuclear centre. Later, the 
Washington Post and Sunday 
Times of London said China was 


helping Algeria to build a nuclear 
reactor for military, purposes. 

Algeria and China denied the 
reports. They said the reactor was 
very small, with a capacity of 10 
megawatts. 

Mr. Cherif said China was 
chosen to help build the reactor 
because its prices were low. 
Other countries like France. Ger- 
many and the United States had 
posed political conditions or de- 
layed their response to Algeria's 
requests, he said. 

China agreed to supply the 
reactor in February 1983 for the 
nuclear centre near 'Ain Oussera, 
270 kilometres south of Algiers at 
the foot of the Ad as Mountains. 

The site was chosen because of 
the abundance of water needed to 
cool the reactor and because it 


was less prone to earth tremors 
than other areas, according to the 
centre’s director, Tatah 
Boualem. 


The Sunday Times said the size 
of towers at the installation indi- 
cated it had a 4Q-megawatt 
reactor. 

Mr. Cherif, asked why Western 
countries issued no comments fol- 
lowing the press reports, replied: 
“After secret and official con- 
tacts, they concluded they were 
mistaken regarding the reactor's 
peaceful nature.” 


Algeria has another nuclear 
reactor, with one-megawatt 
capacity. It was supplied by 
Argentina in April 1989 and is 
located at Douera about 20 
kilometres south of Algiers. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Nakayama to visit Iran, Egypt and Israel 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Nakayama will 
visit Iran, Egypt and Israel in a six-day trip starting next Monday, 
the ministry said in a statement on Tuesday. “The main purpose 
of his visits is to promote bilateral relations, to exchange 
wide-ranging views at a high level on the regional situation after 
the Gulf crisis, and to promote the Middle East peace process 
through political dialogues," the statement said. Mr. Nakayama 
visited Syria last October and Egypt last August, just after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait. It will be his first visit to Israel and Iran, a 


Foreign Ministry official said. 

Court postpones jailbreak trial 


PIRAEUS, Greece (AP) — The trial of a Palestinian convicted in 
the Achtile Lauro hijacking was postponed Monday after key 
witnesses failed to appear in court. Abdul Rahim Khaled was to 
stand trial along with 12 Greeks in this Athens port dty for 
attempting to escape from Koryd alios prison this month. Khaled, 
56, was convicted and sentenced in absentia to life imprisonment 
by an Italian court for helping to plan the 1985 hijacking of the 
cruise ship. An American passenger was allegedly killed by the 
hijackers. A court spokesman said the trial was postponed until 
May 30 because three prison guards, all key prosecution 
witnesses, were not in court. He said the three men were being 
questioned for dereliction of doty for failing to stop the jailbreak 
and thus couldn't be in court to testify in the trial. Khaled was 
among 31 prisoners who overpowered prison guards and fled 
Korydallos prison May 12. Police arrested Khaled and the other 
12 just outside the prison. The remaining inmates are still at large. 


Prisoners, guards die after getting lost 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Four prisoners and their seven guards 
died in nonhem Sudan last week after getting lost in the desert for 
four days during a record heat wave, an official said Monday. An 
official at the office of Ahmad A1 Hassan AI Amin, deputy 
governor of the northern region, told the AP in a telephone 
interview that search teams looked for the eleven men for four 


days before finding their bodies last Thursday. “Lack of water 
and excessive heat killed them,” said the official who declined to 


be named. He said the four inmates and their seven guards were 
travelling from Berber, 320 kilometres north of Khartoum to 
another town when they got lost in tbe desert. He did not say why 
the prisoners were being moved. Temperatures in northern Sudan 
reached up to 49C (122F) in the past week, the hottest it has been 
in 30 years, the government’s meteorological department says. 


Israeli helicopter draws gunfire 


TYRE, Lebanon (R) — An Israeli helicopter gunship dropped 
flares over a Palestinian regugee camp in South Lebanon and 
drew a barrage of guerrilla anti-aircraft fire late Monday, security 
sources said. They said Palestinian guerrillas shot at the chopper 
which hovered for nearly an hour over the Rashidiyeh refugee 
camp near the port town of Tyre, 76. kilometres south of Beirut 
Israeli fighter jets Saturday raided a base o tbe Syrian-backed 
Amal militia near Tyre, killing an Amai official and two visiting 
Palestinians. Eight people were wounded in the air strike. 


Tourists without luggage in Tel Aviv 


TEL AVIV (R) — Passengers from 14 flights to Israel were 
forced to spend Monday night without their luggage because of a 
six-hour wildcat strike at Ben-Gurion airport. Workers ended the 
walkout after the airport authority agreed to discuss then- 
complaints about job appointments without staff committee 
approval, a workers' spokesman said. The strike delayed three 
international departures for several hours. Ground crews refused 
to unload luggage from 14 arriving planes and passengers were 
told to return to the airport outside Tel Aviv on Tuesday to claim 
their bags. 


French units sweeping Gulf for mines 


BAHRAIN (AP) — French units are still sweeping the Gulf for 
mines set by Iraq during the Gulf war — and finding them. “The 
mines do not know there is a ceasefire,” Commander Philippe 
Corvert of the French ship Loire said Monday. The Loire is a 
support ship for two minesweepers, l’Aigle and I'Oreon, on a port 
call in Bahrain. The ships have been deployed off Kuwait. 
Crewmen said they have been training in Toulon for years, 
searching for explosives still lurking from the days of World War 
II, Their catch, they say, is about 10 a year. “But in tbe Gulf it is 
riches of mines,” said a sailor aboard the I'Aigle, who would not 
give his name. Tbe French say they have dealt with 520 mines 
over the past three months. French minesweepers are teamed 
with British, Belgian, Italian, German, American and Saudi units 
working off the coast of Kuwait. They are trying to clear the 
estimated 1.200 to 1,500 mines the Iraqis said they sowed during 
the Gulf war. About two-thirds have been eliminated, officials 


say. 


TASS agency to open bureau in Israel 


TEL AVIV (R) — The official Soviet news Agency TASS is 
opening a permanent bureau in Israel for the first time since 
Moscow severed ties with Israel 24 years ago. 'TASS representa- 
tive in Israel came to my office and I gave him an Israeli press 
card. The bureau will open in a month,” Yossi Olraeit, Israel's 
government press office director, told Reuters Tuesday. The 
Soviet Union cut off diplomatic relations with Israel over the 1967 
war. But links have been improving since 1987. Mr. Olmert said 
the Soviet Union had allowed Israel Television and radio to open 
offices in Moscow. 


Iraqi minister warns of unexploded bombs 


NICOSIA (R) — Iraq has warned its people that bombs dropped 
by the U.S. and its allies in the Gulf war were still lying 
unexploded in the countryside. “The warplanes of the American- 
Atlantic aggression dropped cluster bombs on all parts of Iraq,”' 
Information Minister Hamid Yousef Hummadi said in a state- 
ment reported by the Iraqi News Agency. He urged Iraqis not to 
touch or pick up bombs and to call in the police or army to blow 
them up. 


Yemenis vote in 



SANAA (R) — Yemenis have 
voted to bade the new constitu- 
tion of their country, reunited 
after three centuries of division. 

Announcing the results .of tbe 
year-old country's first popular 
vote, Sanaa Television said later 
Monday 1.36 million people — 
about a third of the electorate — 
took part m the referendum on 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

A total of 134 million voted in 
favour of the constitution while 
1.5 per cent voted against, tbe 
television said. The rest of foe 
votes were disqualified for not 
following procedures correctly. 

“The majority of foe people 
have voted for the constitution 
and this describes and first 


and 


annivenary ofthe republic as foe ^ , iwv 

most significan t event in Arab ‘not represent :^Ki ' ma^oi 7 ty' ! 
contemporary history," a State- - Yemenis: r — 'vlv V.’?- - ■*. 
ment from foe referendum com- 
mittee said. - 


Traditionalist North Yemen 
merged with the socialist South 
last May 22. ' v .. 

Officials and diplomats said 
about 1.8 million of foe four 
million men and women eligible 
to vote had registered. Most of 
Yemen’s 11.6 million people axe ' 
under 18 years, old. 


: DipIomate.JiadpEbdicted 
■per cent “Yca^^vqte foj tbe-cg 
strtutRm anti saKl urahyYcmct 
fod not register forCtbe refcre 
• dum because 
not interested 
Abcarr 25,000 ' demonstrate! 
■Dainty bonded 
era- Islamic groups," ioafeft 


Opponents of the 128 -article 
constitution - 7 - drawn up during 
merger talks between foe North 
and South in the 1970s — cal led 
for a boycott of the referendum 


last Sunday to protest agaipstfl 
referendum. . . - " . 


The march wasoigafotedfy 
political coalition b?tefce4botir| 
Muslim, .-fundamentalists 
liberal inteBectnais;'"' - • 


King 


(Continued from page 1) 


mg well and that important mea- 
sures to address foe Kurdish 
problem would be taken soon. 
He said he hoped the results of 
tbe dialogue would be announced 
within days. 

“There is a conviction by all 
foe Kurds that the results will be 
for foe best of foe national unity 
so that we could overcome aU 
difficulties which foe enemies of 
Iraq are trying to create among 
parties forming foe base of Iraq.” 
he added. 

Tbe reconstruction process m 
Iraq, be said, is going on at high 
speed and that life has returned 
to normality in Iraq. 

“Electricity and telephone 
communications have been re- 
turned to aU govemorates and a 
large percentage of oil refineries 
were repaired,” he affirmed. 

Mr. Ramadan is on his way to 
Sanaa where be will take part m 
celebrations of the first 
anniversary of Yemeni unity. Mr. ' 
Ramadan was received upon 
arrival by Prime Minister Badran 
and the Iraqi ambassador to Jor- 
dan. 


Gandhi 


(Continued from page 1) 
sent Indian army troops to the island 
nation of Sri Lanka bidding to end 
years of ethnic strife between die 
Sinhalese majority and tbe Tamil 
minority. 

But foe Indian leader became en- 
meshed in a 2V5-year stalemated war 
with die militants and India withdrew 
from foe Indian Ocean island in 
March 1990. six months after Mr. 
Gandhi left office. 

Mr. Gandhi had been on foe target 
list of Sikh terrorists fighting for an 
independent nation in northern Pun- 
jab state, but the Sikhs have not been 
known to operate in Tamil Nadu. 

Rajiv Gandhi was bom Aug. 20, 
1944, in Bombay. He was married to 
Sonia Maine in 1968, and together 
they had two children. 

The slain prime minister was a 
graduate in mechanical engineering 
from Trinity College. Cambridge, 
and also had studied at the Imperial 
College in London from 1962 to 1965. 

He was a pilot for Indian Airlines 
from 1972 to 1981, entering politics 
after his older brother Sanjay was 
killed. Sanjay bad been the desig- 
nated political heir to Indira’s rule. 

Rajiv Gandhi was elected to parlia- 
ment in 1981 from foe region of 
Amethi, Uttar Pradesh, and re- 
elected in 1984. 

Tbe assassination came amid die 
Woodiest election in India’s 44-year- 
history as an independent nation. 

Gashes were reported Tuesday in 
four northern towns amid spreading 
sectarian strife over the parliamen- 
tary election. 

Indian news agencies repotted riots 
were continuing in tbe towns of 
Meerut, Varanasi, Kanpur and 
Deoband. Curfews had been damped 
in the four towns, all in Uttar Pradesh 
state, and army troops called out, foe 
reports said (see page 8). . 

Pakistan, India's traditional 
enemy, expressed shock at foe killing 
of Mr. Gandhi. 

“Our reaction is one of profound 
shock and deep grief at the tragedy 
that has overtaken India," said Fore- 
ign Secretary Mohamamd Shaharyar 
Khan. 

“Pakistan condemns all acts of ter- 
rorism and mounts the Jess of a 
distinguished leader of India,” he 
said. 

President George Bush called the 
assassination a tragic loss and said, “I 
just don’t know what foe world is 
coming to.” 

Mr. Bush reacted to the death of 
Mr. Gandhi in talking to reporters 


briefly during an Oval Office picture- 
taking session with Uruguayan Presi- 
dent Luis Alberto Lacalle. 

“When people resort in a democra- 
tic country — or anywhere — ' to 
violence, it’s just appalling. I just 
don’t know what foe world is coming 
to. If s a sad thing for this young man 
to have lost bis life this way," Mr. 
Bush said. _ . \ . 

He said be personally mourned the. 
loss of Mr. Gandhi, saying he arid hit 
wife Barbara were dose to Mis. 
Gandhi and his wife. He. recalled 
meeting Indira Gandhi. ' not long 
before she was shot to death. 

British Prime Minster John Major 
said -Mr. Gandhi's death robbed 
world politics of “a very brave man” 
but Indian democracy would survive 
foe killing. 

“He was a very brave man, a man 
of very rare qualities,” Mr.' Major 
told reporters. “He had very many 
friends in foe Commonwealth and in 
this country. We will miss him a very 
great deaf 

Asked if be thought democracy in 
India would survive, Mr. Major said: 
“Oh yes. India’s is a very vibrant 
democracy and I have no doubt it wfll 
survive." 

Opposition Labour Party leader 
Nefl Khmock said Mr. Gahdhi had 
“mixed courage with gentleness. His 
murderers have inflicted a great loss 
on foe world and on his country.' 


Paddy Ashdown, leader of the cent- 
rist Liberal 


trist Liberal Democrats, called it 
“tragedy for India and a bitter blow 
for democracy.” 

Commonwealth Secretary-General 
chief Eneka Anyaoku said Mr. Gan- 
dhi's death was a grave blow to the 
organisation of former British-ruled 
nations, adding: “He represented a 
strong rallying point for India.” 


170,000 


(Continued from page 1) 


. Tbe study reports tire state of 
malnutrition “so high as to indi- 
cate tbe real possibility of famine 
iff Iraq if food shortages are not 
relieved.” Malnutrition is also 
exacerbated by an increase of 
water-borne diseases. 

The study team visited major 
cities in Iraq, including Najaf, 
Karbala, Zubayr, Baghdad, Bas- 
ra, Erbil. Fallujah. Kirkuk, 
Mosul, Salaymaniah, and Ttkrit, 
along with other smaller towns 
throughout the north, south and 
central regions of the country, 
and conducted their research (ex- 
cept for Basra) without any gov- 
ernmental interference. 

The study team, comprised of 
three physicians, one public 
health specialist , two lawyers and 
four law students, says it witnes- 
sed cases of widespread 
epidemics. According to the re- 
port, gasroenteritis, cholera, and 
typhoid* are now considered 
epidemics throughout Iraq. 

“The incidence of water-borne 
diseases increased suddenly and 
strikingly during the early months 
of 1991 as a result of the destruc- 
tion of electrical generating 
plants in the Gulf war and the 
consequent failure of water puri- 
fication and sewage treatment 
systems,” tbe report reads. 

Tbe team also predicts that 
epidemics will surge in the com- 
ing months and will fester with 
the heat of the summer. “Even 
when water-borne diseases are 
not preventable due to incapaci- 
tated water purification and sew- 
age treatment systems, such dis- 
eases would still be treatable if 
Iraq's medical system were able 
to function.” 

The study team’s report contra- 
dicts the statements of the Iraqi 
government and Western media 
reports which assert that the 


.health situation is statiePand w 
continue to improve P The rose? 
chers predict that, unless foe situ 
-tlonis.<k^wifo immediately aj 
urgently, the. medkal . system w 
continue to break down-oyer ti 
next .year., i.' __ ...... . 

“The- collapse oF eleetrk 
generating capadty has. btten. 
crucial factor in this pubUcheal 
catastrophe. Withont efcctricii 
hospitals cannot function, peria 
. able medicines spoil,, .water cs 
not, be purified, and jcaw.sewq 
cannot be processed,” the repc 

reads. - * 

According to tbe study. tea 
the report has been praised I 
. internationally recognised ^ pnb; 
health experts Dr. Harv< 
Fmeberg, dean of the Harva 
School of Public Health, Dr. 'Be 
nard Lown, professor of cardioi 
gy at tbe Harvard School of To 
Jic Health and the American be 
of the Nobel-laureate Inters 
tional Physicians -for the Prove 
tion of Nuclear . War, D 
Jonathan Mans, professor 
epidemiology and ihtematioc 
health at the Harvard School 
Public Health, Dr. Anthony Rc 
bins, professor of public health 
Boston University School of Po 
he Health, and Dr. Car! Tayk 
professor emeritus of the Jo 
Hopkins University School 
Hygiene and Public Health. 

The Macarthur foundatii 
funded the study team's visit 
Iraq between April 28 and May 


Iraq 


(Confined from page 1) 


skepticism Monday to the agreemt 
between tbe Iraqi government a 
Kurdish rebels and pledged to tea 
any easing of sanctions on Iraq 
long, as President Saddam Hussa 
"remains in power. 

“We want to wait and sec if i 
real,” presidential spokesman Mar 
Fitzwater said of reports of an aca 
to end the refugee crisis. 

President George Bush said 
opposes lifting economic sanctk 
against Iraq “as long as Saddi 
Hussein is in power.” 

Mr. Bosh has often made dear 1 
preference to see President Saddi 
removed from power, and has s; 
normalised relations with tbe Unil 
States would not be possible as to 
as the Iraqi leader remained in pc 

fcr. 

Asked about normalised relate 
. with Iraq at a joint news conferex 
with German . Chancellor Hein 
Kohl, Mr. Bosh said, “at this jonen 
my view is we don't want to Eft tin 
sanctions as long as Saddam Huss 
is in power." 

His comment echoed a renn 
made earlier m the day by Secret 
of State James Baker. “We are 1 
interested in seeking a relaxation 
sanctions as long as Saddam Huss 
is in power " 

Iraq said Tuesday that nearly 
per cent of Zakbo's Kurds had 
turned home. 

IN A quoted Daond Hassan Sul 
man, administrative officer of 1 
northern Iraqi town on foe bon 
with Turkey, as saying 80.000 of 1 
town’s 103,000 people had re tun 
by Monday. 

Zakho is under foe control of l 
U.S.-led allies who set up safe havt 
north of the 36th parallel in Iraq 
encourage foe return of Kurds w 
fled to Turkey and Iran after foe an 
crushed past-Gulf war rebeHioas. 

INA said foe government was d 
tributing food, oil products and drh 
iog water do the Kurds in Zakbc 

Iraq's U.N. representative si 
Monday foe United Nations goat 
bong sent to Iraq would be a syml 
Ik presence rather than an in ten 
tional force. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

UMt Children's progr amm e 

1830 Documentary 

19UM News in French 

19=15 French varieties 

1939 News in Hebrew 

2MO News in Arabic 

2fc3S After Henry 

21:19 Our House 

2249 News in English 

2230 Behaving Badly 

PRAYER TIMES 

9*59 Fajr 

QSa30 (Sunrise) Duha 

12=3 2 Dhuhr 

16:13 'Air 

V9tS4 Maghreb 

29*5 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary tit Nazareth Church SwctOeh, 
Tel. 810740 

Asa wnMt i t of God Church. Td. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annas daflas Td. 

637440. - 


De hi Safe Church TcL 661757 
Tenrasauta dutch Td; 6Z2366 
Church of the Anumciuttai Tel. 
623541. 

AngBcan Church Td. 625383. TcL 
628S43. 

Armenian CatfaoBc Church Td. 

771331. 

Armen ia n Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman intcrarional O uw h TcL 

685326. 

Enqrihal Lutheran Church Td: 

811295. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 815817. 654932. 

Td. 67S69I. 



Jordanian ( SU) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Aha International 
-Airport Td. (08)532005. where h 
should always be verified. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be fair and winds will be 
wcsteiiy moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Min ./max. temp. 

Amman 12/22 

Aqaba 20/32 

Deserts 12/26 

Jordan Valley 18/29 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am* 
man 22. Aqaba 33. Humidity readings: 
Amman 32 per cent. Aqaba 29 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Kajrcd Hdayqa 793522 

Dr. Salah Al Ussoud ...649028 

Dr. Ibrahim Abu Hamid 677436 

Dr. Khalil AI Jabali 740740 

Fins Phrmacy 66191 2 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukb pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Sfamctsani pharmacy 637660 

IRB1D-. 

Dr. Abdul Majid Sabuhin f — ) 

Al Sbaraa* pharmacy (275825) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Maisoun Hanna ( — ) 

KbalHefa pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence De partm ent 661 1 1 i 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Munidpahry 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 


(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas (ills 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repaint 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Telcvtsioa 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Aha loll. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

.. a 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6. 
Akileh Maternity. J . Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mai has. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine , Sbmctsmi 664171/4 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

Unhvmi!y Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 


The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Ai-Bashir. J. Asfarafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Mark* 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zurqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
Ibn Sana Hospital (09)986732 

QUID: 

* 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafces Hospital (021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital.... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This iafonaatioa is sappScd by Royal 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

Ifcl5 Jeddah (RJ) 

11:15 Lanraca. Damascus (RJ) 

17:45 Belgrade. Istanbul (RJ) 

1&55 London. Paris (RJ) 

19:15 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

IMfl Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

12--00 Sanaa (IY) 

1*50 Benghazi (LN) 

73M Paris. Damascus (AF) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

.... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
«s39 Tripoli. Tknris (RJ) 

ZLM New Delhi (RJ) 

21s45 Ca l cut t a. B a ng fc ocfc (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

09:15 Bonn (ME) 


1*00 ..... Sanaa 0 

1600 Benghazi (L 

23130 Damascus, Paris (/ 

market prices 


Uppetdower price In Bh per kg. 
Ancle 600/500 

Banana 1 

Banana (Mukammar) 

500 / 450 
450/400 
480/420 


600/500 

Cabbage ....l-.j 

140/ 100 

Carrot 

200/150 


200 /ISO 
140/80 


260/220 

Eggplant 

Garlic 

300/250 
480 / 400 


250/200 

Lemon 

Lettuce (per one) 

340 / 280 
ISO/ 100 

Marrow (small) 

120/80 
280 / 220 

Onion (dry) 

Ottion (green) 

170/120 

170/120 

350/200 

•^PPerpwt) 

Pepper (sweet) 

200/150 

200/150 


250/200 

Ratfish 

150/100 

Sage 

450 / 350 


260/2004 

350/180 

Watermelon 
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Jordanian, Iraqi transport 
companies sign agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Express Tourist and Transport 
Company (JETT) and the Iraqi 
Public Transport Corporation 
. have concluded an agreement to 
.. operate daily land trips between 
Amman and Baghdad, starting in 
June, using airconditioned buses. 
- . The agreement provides for 
JETT to operate two daily trips 
. from Amman to Baghdad and 
two trips back. 

According to Aysar Safi, who 
represented the Iraqi corpora- 
tion, the two sides have also 
/ reached agreement to facilitate 
the passage of Jordanian and 
Iraqi travellers in either direction 
now that the Iraqi authorities 


have allowed Iraqi citizens to 
travel freely abroad. 

Mr. Safi, who signed the agree- 
ment with JETT Director Adnan 
Mufti, said he bad met with Sulei- 
man AI Habahbeh, the director of 
the Public Transport Corporation 
(PTC), to exchange views about 
Jordanian-Iraqi cooperation in 
overland transport operations. 

He said that the Iraqi corpora- 
tion aimed at opening direct road 
links with aO Arab countries. He 
said that Iraq possesses more than 
2,000 buses which can be put into 
operation to link Iraq with other 
Arab countries by overland trans- 
port. 


Forum tackles Muslim 
Christian relationship 


By Serene Hafaisa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

. AMMAN — In an open forum 
- held to discuss Christian- 
Mustim relationship in the re- 
. gjon, interlocutors Raouf Abu 
*. Jaber and the Kingdom’s muf- 
ti, Sheikh Izzeddin Khatib Ai 
Tamimi agreed that such 
forums should be held con- 
tinuously, in an organised 
; manner, stressing that the pur- 

• pose behind such forums is to 
dose the gap between the two 

. religions. 

Sheikh AI Tamimi, who 

• started the discussion, said that 
Islam had always encouraged 
dialogue. By quoting verses 
from the Koran, Sheikh AI 
Tamimi stressed that Islam 
also shows the way in which a 

. righteous Muslim should con- 
duct a debate. 

“One of the main principles 
of Islam is for people to estab- 
lish good relations and to live 
in a society built on trust and 
security not on animosity, hate 
and vengeance,” Sheikh AI 
Tamimi said. 

He also added that Islam, as 
a religion, had always been 
tolerant towards other reli- 
gions, espedaUy Christianity 
and Judaism, and had heated 
members of those religions 
with the same dignity and re- 
spect Muslims themselves were 
treated. ’ 

“The Holy Koran prog- 
, laimes the dignity of man, and 
Islam rules against forcing peo- 
. pie to convert into Islam 


against their own will.” he said 
describing the spirit of Islam. 

According to the mufti, 
Christian-Muslim dialogue in 
Jordan started in 1984 under 
the auspices of Crown Prince 
H assail. 

Mr. Abu Jaber, who had 
previously engaged in a similar 
debate in Geneva, said that 
historically Arab Christians 
had always fought alongside 
their Muslim brothers against 
any external threat to the re- 
gion, even if that threat was 
posed by non-Arab Christians. 

“There is a strong rela- 
tionship among the Arab mas- 
ses, born from a pluralistic 
system especially evident in 
Jordan,” Mr. Abu Jaber said. 

Mr. Abu Jaber agreed with 
the Mufti on the need to con- 
tinue such constructive debates 
based on mntual respect. He 
added that Christian Arabs 
had always supported their 
Muslim brothers because of a 
feeling of duty and loyalty, and 
not because they were forced 
to do that. 

“Religion is for God, and 
the homeland is for everyone,” 
Mr. Abu Jaber said. This 
thought, regarded by many of 
the more conservative atten- 
dants to the debate as a call for 
secularism, was seen by some 
of the more liberal attendees as 
a way to counter any external, 
threat against the .region, 
especially the Zionist threat 
that aims at dividing the core 
of the Arab World using any 
possible means. 


Committee recommends 
setting up nursing faculty 
at Muta University 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A committee 
formed by Muta University Presi- 
. dent Awad Khleifat to prepare a 
study on the establishment of a 
nursing faculty at the university 
recommended the establishment 
of the faculty at an estimated cost 
of JD 3.5 million to serve botfa 
the military and the civilian sec- 
tors. 

Muta Vice-President for 
Academic Affairs Dr. Abdul 
Rahman Atiyat said in a state- 
ment to Ai Ra’i Arabic daily 
published Tuesday that the com- 
>rrattee referred its recommenda- 
tions to Higher Education Minis- 
ter Said AI Tal. He said the 
committee anticipated that 
teaching at the faculty would start 
within two or three yearsafter the 
. higher council approves the 
establishment of the faculty and 
allocates funds needed, for the 
project. 

The committee. Dr. Atiyat 
said, proposed sending students 
on scholarships to get the needed 
degrees to become members of 
jhe teaching staff at the faculty. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
has called last January for con- 
ducting a study on the prospect of 
establishing a nursing faculty at 


the university in response to a 
proposal presented by Lower 
House of Parliament member 
Abdullah Zureiqat. 

Dir. Khleifat has later formed a 
committee comprising Dr. 
Atiyat, as chairman and, as mem- 
bers the University of Jordan's 
Nursing Faculty Dean Dr. Samib 
Abal Ragheb, the Jordan Uni- 
versity of Science and Technolo- 
gy’s (JUST) Nursing Faculty 
Dean Dr. Ruwaidah Ma’aitah as 
well as Dr. Hassan Tantawi and 
Dr. Adnan Mubaidin of Muta 
University. 

The university has decided to 
have the graduation ceremony of 
the fourth batch of students at the 
military section on June 16 under 
the Royal patronage of His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

The university’s various com- 
mittees are also preparing for 
holding the graduation ceremony 
of the second batch of the civilian 
section students under the pat- 
ronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan on June 3. 

The number of students who 
will graduate from both the civi- 
lian and military sections stands 
at 750 students. 


CONDOLENCES 

The Editor and staff of the Jordan Times deeply mourn the 
I’ passing of 


IS-year-dd son of their friend and colleague ihsan Khaled. 
May God biess his soul. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

exhibition 

☆ Art exhibition by Nazir femafl at the French Cultural Centre. 

☆ gyMMfion of etchings, kthographs by 

Ahmad Natrash sod Yasser Duweflt at Abdul Hameed Shaman 
Foundation (1® «•«“ — 5 
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His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Tuesday holds talks with a group of British parliamentarians 
visiting Jordan (Petra photo) 


Crown Prince, British MPs 
stress need for peace in region 


Transport tariffs will harm 
economy, force truckers 

out of business — official 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday stressed the need for the 
world community to deal with 
one criterion m implementing in- 
ternational legitimacy and U.N. 
Security Council resolutions in all 
world issues, and to speed up 
efforts to establish peace and 
security in the Middle East. 

Speaking at a meeting with a 
group of British parliamentarians 
now visiting Jordan, the Crown 
Prince stressed the importance 
that any peace-making process in 
the Middle East should be com- 
prehensive, encompassing secur- 
ity, political and economic 
dimensions within the framework 
of a regional concept. 

In discussing the security con- 
cept for the Middle East, the 
Crown Prince emphasised the 
need to deal with such issues as 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Germany has 
granted Jordan Deutscheraark 
150 million, nearly JD 70 million, 
in a bid to help the Kingdom cope 
with economic losses sustained 
during the Gulf crisis. 

An agreement on the grant was 
signed here Tuesday by Minister 
of Planning Khaled Amin Abdul- 
lah and Mathhias Meyer, charge 
d'affaires at the German 
Embassy. 

The agreement covers an un- 
tied grant, as commodity aid, as 
announced during a visit to Jor- 
dan last February by German 
Foreign Minister Hans Dietrich 
Genscher. 

According to a German 
Embassy statement, Mr. Gens- 
cher exerted special efforts to get 
the German government's 
approval of the aid despite the 
financial budgetary constraints 
Germany is facing at the mo- 
ment. 

As Mr. Genscher pointed out 
during the visit, the ongoing 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prompted by 
the findings of a rapid assessment 
carried out last December by the 
United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) Regional Office for 
the Middle East and North Afri- 
ca, which rated the impact of the 
Gulf crisis cm the socio-economic 
conditions of Jordanian families, 
UNICEF has drawn up long and 
short term plans to help address 
problems facing women and chil- 
dren, according to UNICEFs 
Jordan Programme Officer Hind 
Khatib. 

Ms. Khatib noted that die chil- 
dren's fond of the United Nations 
had embarked on- the imple- 
mentation of a nutrition program- 
me covering six villages in the 
south of Jordan, namely Wadi 
Araba, Disi, Tuwaisah, 


energy, water and disarmament 
and urged the world community 
to deal with all issues of the 
region on equal footing. 

The head of the delegation. 
David Howell, said after the 
meeting with the Crown Prince 
that the various issues of the 
region were discussed within the 
framework of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and the Palestinian- 
Israeli issue. 

“The delegation members had 
useful and constructive discus- 
sions with the Crown Prince and 
they came away with a better 
picture of the situation in the 
region and Jordan's problems re- 
sulting from the past crises.” Mr. 
Howell, who is head of the House 
of Commons Foreign Relations 
Select Committee, said in his 
statement. 


financial support for Jordan was a 
sign of German-Jordanian 
friendship and of the importance 
Germany attaches to the King- 
dom’s stability, the statement 
noted. 

The minister said, upon signing 
the agreement, that the grant was 
in addition to Germany's regular 
financial aid offered to the King- 
dom. 

The new grant, he said, will 
help the Kingdom's balance of 
payment and finance Jordan's im- 
ports of various commodities and 
services from other nations. 

According to Dr. Abdullah, 
the gram will be channelled to the 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) by 
the German Development Bank. 

With this grant Germany has 
thereby made considerable 
efforts to help the Kingdom cope 
with the adverse effects of the 
Gulf crisis. In 1990 a grant of 
Deutschemark 180 million also as 
untied commodity aid, was de- 
cided upon by the German gov- 


Kuwairah, Mneishi. Under the 
programme, pregnant women 
and nursing mothers suffering 
from anemia as well as children 
below one year will get food free 
of charge. 

The programme also provides 
milk and supplementary feedings 
for children below five years of 
age. 

UNICEFs report found out 
that 1,200 children were suffering 
from malnutrition and .anemia, 
and that 35.000 pregnant mothers 
out of 40,000 pregnant mothers 
were anemic. 

Statistics have shown that 12.5 
per cent of the children below 12 
years of age, who come at health 
centres, were suffering from mal- 
nutrition. 


Mr. Howell said that the world 
community should work towards 
dealing with the root causes of 
Lhe Arab-Israeli conflict and the 
Palestine problem. Commenting 
on the delegation's visit, he said 
that it was part of a tour to gather 
information and to assess the 
situation prior to contributing to- 
wards a settlement. 

He said that the parliamentary 
delegation, which has visited 
seven. Middle East capitals, in- 
cluding Tehran and Ankara, will 
submit their report and recom- 
mendations to the British House 
of Commons. He said Britain 
seeks to establish stability in the 
Middle East and enhance world 
peace. 

Mr. Howell Monday was re- 
ceived by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein who reviewed.with him the 
Middle East situation. 


losses 

eminent in addition to a com- 
modity aid of Deutschemark 20 
million as a soft loan. 

As humanitarian aid, to help 
Jordan deal with the influx of 
evacuees from the Gulf region 
during 1990, Germany gave 
Deutschemark 21.3 million to in- 
ternational as well as Jordanian 
organisations, according to the 
embassy statement. 

With the supply of the new 
grant, financial cooperation be-- 
tween Jordan and Germany has 
so far amounted to Deutsche- 
mark 1,238 million. These con- 
tributions in the field of financial 
cooperation are supplemented by 
German-Jordanian technical 
cooperation which, including the 
year 1990, have reached the sum 
of Deutschemark 350 million, 
according to the statement. 

It said that the cumulative total 
of Germany's economic coopera- 
tion, including technical and 
financial cooperation extended to 
Jordan, thus far amounts to 
Deutschemark 1,588 million. 


Physicians treating those chil- 
dren were unanimous on the need 
to give them nutritious food and 
vitamins. 

Ms. Khatib pointed out that a 
UNICEF-funded nutrition prog- 
ramme would provide nutritious 
food for such children throughout 
Jordan. Ms. Khatib said that UN- 
ICEF was currently considering a 
proposal for setting up latrines in 
schools lacking such sanitary faci- 
lities in the southern regions of 
Jordan. 

UNICEF has recently provided 
$200,000 to support maternal and 
child health centres, as well as 
$150,000 for purchasing educa- 
tional materials and equipping 
school laboratories in the south- 
ern regions. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A govern- 
ment imposed tariff for overland 
transport of goods, phosphate 
and other commodities is consi- 
dered by truck owners as harmful 
to their interest; the tariff can 
cause serious harm to rhe nation- 
al economy because it is forcing 
the trucks out of business, 
according to Qasem Esoub, presi- 
dent of the Truck Owners Asso- 
ciation. 

In his statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Mr. Esoub 
said Jordanians own around 9,000 
trucks, refrigerator trucks and 
tankers which play a very impor- 
tant role in the Kingdom's eco- 
nomy because ihey are the main 
tools for the imports/expon indus- 
try. “Yet these trucks are operat- 
ing at a loss and the drivers are 
facing mounting problems in ev- 
ery sector,” Mr. Esoub said. 

For instance, he said, trucks 
operating between Aqaba and 
Amman charge JD 8.85 per ton- 
ne, while those transporting 
goods to neighbouring Arab 
countries charge JD IB per tonne. ' 

He said this tariff did not help 
cover the cost of transportation in 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Tues- 
day issued an appeal to the world 
community and international 
organisations to exercise pressure 
on the Israeli authorities to halt 
their inhuman and repressive me- 
asures against the Palestinian 
people travelling to and from the 
occupied territories. 

Israel is currently placing new 
restrictions, on the travellers 
across the King Hussein and 
Prince Mohammad bridges, on 
the River Jordan, with the aim of 
evacuating the legitimate owners 
of Arab lands in Palestine and 
making life miserable for the 
Palestinians to force them to 
abandon their homeland, accord- 
ing to Salameh Hammad, Minis- 
try of Interior secretary general. 

“In a bid to stop the Palestinian 
residents from returning to their 
homes in the occupied territories, 
the Israeli authorities are now 
allowing 750 persons to pass 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

• 

Jordan Times Staff 

AMMAN — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ), in 
charge of liquidating Petra 
Bank, is offering incentives to 
debtors of the collapsed in- 
stitution to repay their dues 
before Aug. 20, one year and 
two months after Petra Bank 
was ordered liquidated by the 
Economic Security Committee 
(ESC). But the move has 
drawn criticism from econom- 
ists and banking experts who 
describe the move as too 
generous. 

The Central Bank has 
announced that all Petra Bank 
debtors who repay their dues 
in cash before the deadline will 
be granted a 25 per cent write 
off of the amount effective on 
the day of payment. Those 
who offer real estate will be 
given a write-off of 15 per cent 
after experts appointed by the 
liquidation committee assess 
the actual value of the property 
involved. 

m 

No accurate estimate of the 
dues owed to Petra is avail- 
able, but it is doubtful, accord- 
ing to sources close to the 
Petra Bank affair, that repay- 
ment in the form of real estate 
will be close to the actual 
figures. 


terms of fuel, wages of drivers 
and other costs, and the associa- 
tion is holding contacts with the 
Ministry of Transport to raise the 
tariff a little to match the rising 
operational costs. 

The truck owners are justified 
in their demand for a higher tariff 
since the operational cost per 
truck along the Aqaba-Amman 
route now stands at JD 7.304 a 
year, while the annual income 
does not exceed JD 6,090 annual- 
ly, Mr. Esoub said. 

He said that along external 
routes each truck's operational 
cost is estimated at JD 18,585 at a 
time when a truck owner earns an 
average JD 17,415 only. In addi- 
tion to all that he said, each truck 
owner is faced with the risk of 
accidents and other damages on 
the road. “In view of this heavy 
burden each truck owner is now 
trying to get rid of his vehicle.” 
Mr. Esoub pointed out. 

With reference to the trans- 
portation of phosphate, he said 
that each truck receives JD 70 per 
trip from the mines to Aqaba, but 
the operational cost of each trip is 
estimated at JD 70, which means 


across the King Hussein .Bridge 
on a daily basis, down from 1.500 
in previous years, with the num- 
ber dropping to half on Fridays, 
Mr. Hammad said in a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra. 

In addition, he said, the Israeli 
authorities have resorted to turn- 
ing back a great number of 
Palestinians, although they have 
acquired valid permits to visit the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Scrip, on the pretext that such 
permits lack: a special stamp from 
die civil administration in the 
occupied territories. 

Mr. Hammad said many of the 
Palestinian visitors to the West 
Bank were forced to sign a pledge 
of not making the trip to the 
occupied territories within at 
least five years after leaving. 

The Israeli authorities have re- 
peatedly created problems to the 


"In many cases, the collater- 
al — land or buildings — 
placed with the bank for loans 
is far below acceptable banking 
standards,” said a banking offi- 
cial. “As much as JD 50,000 
have been lent to a single client 
whose collateral — a plot of 
land in Amman — is not worth 
more than 15,000,” he cited an 
example of what many banking 
experts describe as the “totally 
□□orthodox and imprudent 
banking practices" which led 
to the ESC takeover of Petra 
Bank in August 1988 and the 
subsequent liquidation order in 
May 1990. 

But the CBJ decision has 
drawn criticism of a different 
nature from those who feel 
that the incentives are too 
generous. ‘‘There are two 
types of Petra Bank debtors," 
said one economist. “Those 
who do not have the means to 
pay and those who have," he 
asserted. “Those who do not 
have cannot be coerced into 
repaying their debts no matter 
what the concessions are. So 
the move is ineffective against 
these people.” 

“On the other hand, why 
should those who have the 
means to pay enjoy any write- 
off?" added the economist, 
who preferred anonymity. 
“Laws of this country permit 
the authorities to seize the 


the driver is operating without 
any profit. 

For this reason the truck own- 
ers are demanding that the tariff 
be increased by JD 15 for each 
external trip, JD 8 for the internal 
trips and JD 3 for transporting 

phosphate so that the trucks can 
pursue their business with some 
profit. 

Mr. Esoub suggested that a 
solution to the problem could be 
the creation of a unified office to 
organise and control trips and be 
fair in distribution of import ex- 
port operations in rhe phosphate 
industry and other fields. 

Mr. Esoub also suggested that 
customs duty be reduced on 
trucks so that Jordanians who 
now own more than 1,550 trucks 
with a temporary licence plate 
can pay their dues and have a 
Jordanian licence plate. 

At present these trucks pay JD 
500 a year as temporary duty, 
plus a JD 100 fee for a six month 
iicence, Mr. Esoub pointed out. 
He said that by reducing the rate 
of customs duty the country 
would not be in need to import 
trucks which cost JD 120,000 
each. 


Palestinians visiting relatives in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
especially during the summer 
holidays. 

Last year, the Israelis reduced 
the number of visitors gradually 
and during the Gulf crisis allowed 
only a trickle to pass. 

Jordan had on several occa- 
sions approached the United Na- 
tions Truce Committee and the 
United Nations Organisation to 
deal with the matter. 

The Israeli move was seen by 
observers as a means to check the 
□umber of Palestinians making 
the trip into the occupied territor- 
ies during the summer holidays, 
when the number noticeably in- 
creases. To control the travel 
procedures, the Jordanian au- 
thorities at the bridges normally 
demand that visitors register for 
their visit several days ahead of 
the trip. 


mortaged property as partial 
payment of the debtor and 
then pursue the case through 
the courts to get full payment,” 
he said. 

Furthermore, added a bank- 
er, “those debtors who have 
already paid their dues to. the 
bank feel cheated now. They 
argue that those who paid up 
promptly were not offered any 
incentive while those who 
procrastinated are going to get 
write-offs." 

“In any event, many of the 
Petra Bank debtors are vulner- 
able to pressure and exposure, 
and this in itself is a strong card 
in the hands of the liquidating 
committee,” he said. 

The CBJ, which, under a 
mandate from the ESC, took 
over Petra Bank in August 
1989, estimates that the “unre- 
coverable” losses of the once- 
thriving institution could be 
between JD 150 million and JD 
200 million, making it the 
biggest -ever loss any Jordanian 
firm has ever suffered. Part of 
these losses are expected to be 
made up for by funds from the 
CBJ. 

It is not known yet how far 
the authorities have progressed 
in their quest to extradite some 
of the key officials of Petra 
Bank, including Ahmad Chala- 
bi, chairman and general man- 
ager. 


JD 70m granted by Germany to the Kingdom 
.is to help the balance of payment, imports 

German grant to help Jordan 
cope with economic 


UNICEF to implement nutrition 
programme in southern Jordan 


Jordan urges world community 
to stop Israel’s inhuman 
measures against Palestinians 


Offer of incentives to Petra 
Bank debtors stirs controversy 


King congratulates Yemen 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday sent a cable 
to Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh, congratulating him on the 
first anniversary of Yemen’s unification and expressing his heartfelt 
.wishes to the Yemeni president, government and people on the 
occasion. The King wished President Saleh continued good health 
and ha p piness and the Yemeni people further progress and prosper- 
ity. On the occasion, an official delegation headed by the King's 
political advisor left for Sanaa Tuesday to convey the congratulations 
of the King and the Jordanian people and government to President 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saleh and the Yemeni people. The delegation includes the minister 
of industry and trade, the commander of the Royal Jordanian 
Airforce and the assistant to the chief of general staff. 

King attends graduation ceremony 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday atteftds 
the graduation of a new batch of the recruits from the Royal War 
College. The King will also deliver a political address, in which he 
will outline the developments of the post-Gulf war phase, and the ■ 
lessons learnt from the crisis. The King will also talk about the 


political efforts currently being made to find a just and comprehen- 
sive solution to the Palestine question and to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict 

Masri arrives in Ankara 

AMMAN (Petra) — Foreign Minister Taher AI Masri arrived in 
Ankara Tuesday, beginning a three-day official visit to Turkey for 
talks with Turkish officials on means of enhancing bilateral relations. 
In an arrival statement, Mr. Masri said he would convey a message 
from His Majesty King Hussein to Turkish President Turgut Ozal. 
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AIK for a T-shirt 

THE WORLD had a taste of Kuwaiti justice being rendered 
in the ongoing summary trials of alleged collaborators with 
Iraqi occupation of Kuwait when an Iraqi man was 
sentenced to 15 years imprisonment for simply wearing a 
SaiUfawi Hussein T-shirt. This absurd and patently arbit- 
rary sentence has rightly shocked the international com- 
munity, including the very countries which went to such 
lengths to free Kuwait less than three months ago. What 
started to be only complaints by the press and other private 
and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) against 
Kuwaiti reneging an promises to conduct fair trials has now 
become official protests by governments including the U.S. 
and the U.K. President George Bosh went oat of his way 
Monday to draw Kuwaitis' attention to the need to carry out 
fair and just trials in spite of Its inhalations daring its 
occupation. The British government has also called on the 
Emirate to be fair to itself by being fair to those accused of 
collaborating with the enemy during the period of occupa- 
tion. Other nations of the world have also joined the chorus 
of governmental complaints against Kuwaiti “justice.*’ 

Coming as it does on the beds of Kuwait going bach on its 
word to introduce democracy, the currant summary trials 
are additional signs that the lessons jof the Golf crisis have 
yet to dawn on Kuwaiti authorities. Defence lawyers, 
including those appointed by the state to defend foreign and 
Arab nationals accused of aiding and abetting the Iraqi 
occupation, are complaining, inter alia, that the evidence 
against their clients is not being made public. They are also 
chargmg that confessions had been e x tracted under torture. 

“h my 10 years as a lawyer,” complained one defence 
lawer, “I have never beard of ghost” witnesses. <*‘Yoa say 
yon have witnesses,” he challenged the prosecutor in the 
martial court, “then let's caD them and let's eramhw 
them.” 

Adnan Abdul Hassan Ali, punished severely for wearing 
the Saddam Hussein shirt, has become a case celebre due to 
the harshness and unreasonableness of Ms sentence. It was 
jast the straw that broke the camel’s back. 

While the world can and should be sympathetic to the 
ordeals of Kuwait and Kuwaitis under occupation and 
comprehend the need to prosecute those who had c riminall y 
aided and abetted the occupation in the foil sense of the 
.word, it cannot remain silent in the face of the outrageous 
a dmin i str ation of justice in Kuwait. Of all countries, the 
Emirate shook] be the first to pay tribute to justice and 
fairness after it had suffered so dearly from injustice. The" 
rufmg fondly has an opportunity to prove its commitment to 
democracy , freedom and justice for all by taking immediate 
measures in those directions. Anything short of tint is 
certain to not only Menush that family's image but also thaf 
of Kuwait as a whole. 



A1 Ral Arabic daily challenged France, Britain and the United 
States to express their sympathy with the Palestinian people and 
■ to dearly declare whether the Paletimans are humans like other 
people to the world. The paper said that the western countries 
had exercised various forms of pressure on the Soviet Union 
under the slogan of human rights and forced Moscow to allow the 
Jews to emigrate to Palestine and to be settled on occupied Arab 
territories, but failed to voice a word of support for die oppressed 
Palestinians who are being evicted from their homeland by force, 
lolled, displaced or detained. Again, these western countries 
created the so-called Kurdish problem by doing everything in 
their power to see the Kurds displaced, and later voiced their total 
solidarity with them and sent in troops to provide them with 
protection, the paper noted. But. it said, these same nations have 
been watching the Palestinians suffer and exposed to Israeli 
atrocities without taking any practical step to bring them justice or 
exposing the Israeli inhuman practices and demanding an end to 
such repression. This hypocritical attitude and these false senti- 
ments displayed towards the Kurds and the Jews, but not towards 
die Palestinians, reflect the western countries continued hostility 
towards the Arab Nation and maniefcst the inhuman and 
unethical character of the western leaders, the paper continued. 
We are not surprised to see the western nations condoning Israel's 
atrocities and refraining from any move that could halt Israel’s 
racist and brutal practices, said the paper. By maintaining support 
for the Israeli monster, the western nations have thus revelaed 
their true image as enemies of all human values. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’I daily voices the complaints of tbe majority 
of people who call at public health centres and clinics m the urban 
and rural areas who, be claims, continue to suffer due to tbe low 
standard services offered to them. Samir Hlyari says that one visit 
to any health centre or hospital, from A! Bashir Hospital in 
Amman to those inTaffleh and Karak in the south and Ramtha 
and Irbid hospitals in the north, is enough to reveal these facts. 
The writer notes that the shortages at hospitals and the lack of 
proper services at the health centres had earlier attracted 
columnists in the local press; and that there were repeated 
statements by health officials about plans for improvements, but 
the situation is far from being satisfactory. The writer calk on 
Minister of Health Adnan Jaljouli to visit the governors tes and 
inspect the hospitals to see for himself the long queues of waiting 
people who are far bom being satisfied by the services offered to 
them. He says that projects for new hospitals turned out to be 
luxurious offices for directors of existing hospitals or specialists, 
and new annexes to existing hospitals were not meant to deal with 
chronic illnesses from which the majority of the patients suffer. 
The writer also points out that hospitals and health centres lade 
proper means for cleanliness and other measures of public health 
safety; and he calls on tbe minister to direct the health, 
departments towards better services to the public. 
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Economic Forum 


By. Dr. AbdaDa MaBki 


PollutionrUnleamt lesson of economic developing 


ECONOMIC development has not lent itself yet to rational 
economic understanding. Nobody claims he knows for sure why. 
when and how this process takes place, plausibly because 
economic development has not a single secret nor ^standard set 
of secrets. It does not seem that it follows a unified path in each 
and eveiy country; it simply takes place when a variety of factors 
combine and interact amongst themselves and with the respective 
environment. 


Some schools of thought tend to ascribe economic progress or 
lack of it to religion in the sense that they suggest it has something 
to do with religion and the concomitant culture that emanates 
from it. This is not convincing as the less developed countries of 
Latin America have the same religion prevailing in the highly 
advanced countries of North America. Southeast Asian countries 
constitute another negative example as some of them are 
advanced, others are semi-advanced and a.third part of them are 
underdeveloped countries. 

The South-North dichotomy is another competing hypothesis 
aspring ro explain variations in economic development. Yet one 
can hardly classify Australia, South Africa and New Zealand as 
less developed countries nor can we classify the Sovier Union and 
some East European countries as advanced regions. 

The social value system, including attitudes towards economic 


activity, .was accorded some significance in this respect. But 
consider an individual from a society heavily charged with all sorts . 
of unfavourable values being transferred to an economically 
advanced society. Before long he starts to behave as a new 
economic “creature" and becomes an agent of economic develop-^ 
ment, whose actions conform to the requirements of an advanced 
economy. 

However, it seems that capital accumulation is a common 
denominater in successful economic development cases. This must be so 
because development en tails necessarily and primarily the production of 
more goods and services, which is not realisable 
without that accumulation. Bui let a factory be built by an' 
advanced country m an underdeveloped one and it will stagnate 
after a few years Building hundreds of such factories will not 
change the picture and is not therefore sufficient to ignite a 
self-sustained ^industrial) growth. Obviously, what this country 
needs to initiate a sustained economic development is something 
more than “projects,” sophisticated or otherwise. Inter alia, it 
needs, for example, efficient management. 

In the absence of sufficient knowledge of the rules that enable 
them to achieve successful economic development, less developed 
countries had, unfortunately, to copy some .of the experiences of 
advanced countries without giving due regard to the applicability 


nf ,he cmfed models to their parfciUarreeds and ga ga 
From the centrally-planned economies, which we 
enough by the standards of the 1950s and 196L5, 
countries' emulated the model of the mtervensiomj 
has a fat public sector and a system of compreheuSive^^p- 
ment planning. From the advanced market econonnes^ti^y 
developed a taste, or a thirst, for mdustnaIisation.v Factories., 
seemed to them the expressive and powerful symbok of prc^ss - 
and economic development. Implicitly, they inhen ^ pg ^on . 
problems. Industry is tbe greatest pbDuter ever. A strajegyof 
development based on priority to industrialisation is, in the tong 
run, a self-defeating one to a developing coontiy Which. can 
neither afford to invest in techniques to prevent pollution nor 
contain it when it erupts and -spreads. ^ . . V..- 

. It Is ironical for less developed countries (LDCs) to mast on 
such a strategy after they have seen its grave conseq uences in the 
West and when they still can import their manufactured - needs 
from advanced countries and have the option to transfer 
'investments from manufacturing to sectors like agricumire.br 
services. Manufacturing units in LDCs are not only small scale 
and therefore least efficient if not unecooomical altogetter. but 
are great polluters. Onr sad experience in the Jordan Valley ami 
the King Talal Dam is a very sad reminder of. that and ujtragic 
testimony to it. ' 


Non-aligned 
group seeks new 
mission in 
changed world 


By Donna Bryson 

Tbe Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS — The 
Non-Aligned Movement, whose 
name and membership never 
matched, was bom as an alterna- 
tive to cold war alliances and 
probably will die with them un- 
less it finds a new mission. 

Amre Moussa, Egypt's U.N. 
ambassador, said the movement 
is in disarray and an American 
diplomat said it must choose a 
new course. 

Edward C. Luck, chairman of 
the United Nations Association 
of the USA described the loosely 
organised movement as “an emp- 
ty vessel waiting to be filled.” He 
said its history and broad mem- 
bership could give it special sta- 
ture. _ 

With tiie United Nations as its 
main arena, the Non-AIigend 
movement built a reputation as 
an often strident lobby for the 
Third Worid. 

Its founding summit took place 
in Belgrade in 1961. President 
Josip Broz Tito of Yugoslavia, 
'Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 
of India and Gama! Abdul Nas- 
ser, president of Egypt, pledged 
that it would remain aloof from 
the increasingly dangerous rivalry 
between the Soviet Union and 
United States. 

There were 25 members in the 
beginning, and they declared a, 
commitment to the pursuit of 
disarmament. They promised to 
shun military alliances, and said 
they would mediate East-West 
conflicts when the opportunity 
arose. 

Some already had chosen sides, 
however — Cuba was a founding 
member — and the ranks of those 
increased as the membership 
grew to the current 103. 

Diplomats say that, now that 
tbe cold war is a memory, the 
organisation should take up such 
issues as trade relations, technol- 
ogy transfer and reforming 
education in the Third World. 

Moussa said most members 
now embrace capitalism and 
liberal democracy. He recom- 
mended that they abandon their 
confrontational style and per- 
suade industrialised nations to 
invest in their economies. 

“It b up to the Third World to 
prove that its countries are se- 
rious partners in international de- 
velopment," said Moussa, whose 
countiy has become a close ally of 
the United States. 

“No changes can occur, even in 
Eastern Europe, without changes 
in the Third World. Stability and 
the so-called new world order 
cannot materialise without se- 
rious dealings” with the poor 
countries. 

Ambassador Michael Okeyo of 
Kenya said developing nations 
are ready to acknowledge 
Washington has won the econo- 
mic and political debate with 
Moscow, but he does not feel 
they should abandon activism. 

“The United States stands the 
risk ... of being arrogant and 
careless," he said “and that is 
where the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment comes in.” 

Okeyo pointed out that its 
members contain most of the 
world’s people, and said: “You 
have the obligation to listen to 
'what tbe majority thinks." 

Mark Franz said the movement 
can. accomplish much if “chan- 
neled and directed by some of 
fits) more reform-minded ele- 


ments ... but I think it’s going to 
continue to be run by the people 
who have always run it.” 

Franz is director of research for 
the International Freedom 
Foundation, a conservative 
American think tank. 

The U.S. diplomat, who spoke' 
on condition of anonymity, said 
he saw radical elements being 
isolated and the organisation 
being pulled towards the centre, 
but reserved judgment of its fu- 
ture. 

“The Non-aiigned movement’s 
in a bad way because they don’t 
have a dear goal,” he said “It 
seems to me they would be better 
off if they were for something, 
-but they have to dedde what 
they’re for." 

Relations with the United 
States always have been stormy. 
John Foster Dulles, who had 
been secretary of state in the late 
1950s, said it was immoral not to 
differentiate between U.S. and 
Soviet methods and goals. 

Support by the Non-Aligned 
Movement for the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation and South 
African guerrillas increased 
Washington’s animosity, as did 
the membership of Angola, 

Cuba, North Korea and Vietnam. 

* m 

At the United Nations, the 
movement favoured economic 
and political proposals that were 
at odds with U.S. support for a 
free market. 

For an organisation that holds 
a formal conference only once 
every three years, the United 
Nations became the most active 
forum. There also was the prac- 
tical consideration that the votes 
of small and poor countries count 
equally with those of the rich in 
the budget-making General 
Assembly. 

Voting as a bloc, its 103 mem- 
bers have been able to carry the 
159-nation assembly easily, parti- 
cularly with the frequent support 
of the Soviet Union and its allies. 

They have much less influence 
in the 15-member Security Coun- 
cil, which sets policy and is 
dominated by the five members 
with veto power: the United 
States, Soviet Union, China, Bri- 
tain and France. 

Communist Cuba was the only 
Latin American nation among 
the Non-Aligned movement's 
founding members. As chairman 
in 15179-2982, it had a great influ- 
ence on the group's public state- 
ments. 

President Fidel Castro noted 
his international stature as head 
of the organisation in a 1979 
speech to the U.N. General 
Assembly. In it, he called the 
United States a collaborator of 
South Africa's apartheid govern- 
ment, supporter of Israeli aggres- 
sion and perpetrator of Puerto 
Rico's "colonial status.” 

Such rhetorical flourishes have 
been a staple of the movement, 
but a tempering was evident at 
the most recent summit, in 1989 
at Belgrade. Yugoslavia, the site 
of its founding. 

Moderates led by Yugoslavia, 
the current chairman, obtained 
closing resolutions that gave un- 
precedented attention to econo- 
mic issues. 

Hard-liners got their customery 
references to “the struggle 
against imperialism, colonialism, 
neo-colonialism, racism, apar- 
theid and all forms of domina- 
tion” but PLO chairman Yasser 
Arafat was unable to add a con- 
demnation of Zionism. 


Where is the devil? 


By Abdul Ra 

WHEN people freely choose 
to forsake their rights, they 
ought not be surprised at the 
unpleasant outcome of their 
negative attitude. This is exact- 
ly what happened when nearly 
half of the Jordanian people 
abandoned their right to voting 
in the last parliamentary elec- 
tion: of November 1989. That 
resulted in a group of people, 

I who do not represent more 
than one quarter of Jordanians 
reaching Parliament and then 
decision-making positions. 
This group of people has re- 
cently started exercising its 
right by applying its own con- 
cepts and ideas on the rest of 
the silent majority which chose 
to continue to shun its right 
even tbe right to criticise min- 
isterial decisions that can only 
cause dismay, consternation 
and sadness. 

One or two cabinet ministers 
have lately passed administra- 
tive decisions designed to sepa- 
rate men from women in de- ■ 
partmems under their jurisdic- 
tion. Although these decisions 
seem to be alien to tbe spirit of 
modern Jordanian administra- 
tion and the Jordanian people 
at large, such measure could be 
understood within tbe 
framework of the ministers' 
own belief that whenever a 
man meets a woman the devil 
is their companion. Therefore, 
it is quiet logical in those minis- 
ters’ minds that men and 
women be separated in offices 
and schools so as to foil Satan’s 
sinister designs. By doing so, 
the ministers believe they 
appease God and fulfil the 
requirements of faith and con- 
tribute to tbe organisation and 
purification of the universe — 
a duty required from every 
faithful Muslim. Such practice 
that seems to be dedicated to 
win God’s blessing and fulfil 
the requirement of the Islamic 
faith can be viewed differently 
from the psychological point 
of view because psychology 


im Malhas 

tends to interpret man’s be- 
haviour on the strength of bis 
internal motives; especially 
those motives related to a man- 
women relationship- 

Man’s chauvinistic drive, 
however, fed by hereditary cul- 
ture. materialises in different 
ways to remind women of man’s 
superiority. This drive man- 
ifests itself under tbe pretence 
of providing protection to the 
woman (the innocent lamb) 
from the man (tbe wolf). 
However, these decisions are 
only a means to help the male 
to deal with his psychological 
complexes, his hidden fear that 
women ’ might shutter man’s 
image of himself. Looking at 
these practices from a political 
point of view, one can still find 
another interpretation that is 
much doser to the truth. 

Decisions like these are 
more acceptable to the man in 
the street because tbeyinsin ir- 
ate a genuine interest ou behalf 
of ministers to protect 
women's honour, especially 
those who are forced to work 
alongside men. Such decisions 
get also accepted by the ordin- 
ary man because they make 
him feel his woman will be safe 
even when she is working away 
from his direct control. What - 
makes these* decisions also 
attractive is their scent of pur-, 
jty that attract male voters who 
prefer to maintain man’s su- 
periority over women in evmy 
domain. It is not strange then 
to look at such decisions could 
be part of decisions as means 
to attract men to vote in favour 
of these ministers in the next 
election. 

However, let us suppose that 
the real objectives behind the 
honourable ministers’ recent 
decisions were to chase Satan 
out from tbe workplace, and 
let us consider that the deci- 
sions was taken in order to 
acquire God's blessings and to 
provide protection to tire- 
women ami improve adminis- 


trative performances. But few 
questions remain. Will Satan 
stop his dirty games after seg- 
regation? Can’t he use the tele- 
phone, for example? Can’t be 
operate behind tbe ministries 
and the school borders?. Will 
he always operate whenever a 
male meets a female even if the 
female was a tittle child? Or 
will he give up in despair. 

B the objective, is to chase 
the devil oat and rid people of 
their evil temptations why not 
issue other resolutions to rid vs 
of the most dangerous devil 
that dwells whenever man and 
money meet and whenever 
man is given authority over 
others? Why should we con- 
centrate on the womcn-devil 
alone? Do we believe that men. 
are. capable of. chasing away 
the money-devils by them- 
selves while the women-devil 
requires ministerial dedstoq? 
Have we, without noticing it, 
reached the sublime level of 
parity except for the single 
duty of chasing away the 
women-devA? 

The question of chasing 
away the devil, as a means of 
ridding people of their tempta- 
tions and purging the society; 
is a philosophical hypothecs 
with deep-rooted religious and 
ethical meaning that can by no 
means be solved by ministerial 
decisions. When Satan out- 
raged God, He evicted him 
from Paradise for his disobedi- 
ence and corruption. Despite 
God’s rage the devil did not 
simply vanish. Instead, and 
with God’s consent, the devil 
descended on Earth and has 
since been pursuing his wick- 
edness. God, for his part, did 
not stop the devil from his evO 
doings on Earth. Had He 
wanted to. He would not have 
left him wandering .around for 
a fleeting moment. God has 
instead kept Satan oh Earth in 
order to allow his temptations 
to work on people so that the 
bad can be discerned from the 
good. Those who by their 


willpower and with their sheer 
senses refrain from succumb- 
ing Co the devil's temptation 
are the good, but those who 
weaken before the devil’s 
temptations are tbe bad and- 
God alone has the right to 
evaluate people’s actions and- <t 
to impose retributions on the 
bad. Therefore, chasing away 
the devil from any place can by 
no means pot an end. to his 
actions. 

Tbe whole question cannot 
be solved by chasing away 
Satan from tiie ministries, but 
rather through man’s sound 
famdlmg of tbe devil and Us 
sexual, material, and other 
temptations within rooms and 
outside departments. Purity 
can only be achieved when 
man can overcome tbe devil 
and not by tunning away from. 

him 

The real problem is that the. 
devil does not exist in mink, 
tries and school yards alone, 
but lingers in our own souls. 
Therefore, all tiie minist erial 
decisions and communiques 
can by no means evict the devil 
from his lair, and can never 
help to achieve that goal be- 
cause minister' -communiques 
do not reach the conscience of 
wan >. 

The major question, howev- 
er, lies with the silent majority 
of the Jordanian society winch 
is not expected to exercise its 
right of criticism or voting in 
tiie next general elections. In 
this case totalitarian role based 
on ideological beliefs is bound 
to flourish under the banner of 
“democracy” and the minis- 
tries are bound to become a 
forums for the application of 
ideology, for propagating cam- 
paigns instead of managing the 
affaire of citizens or dealing 
with their problems. 


Mr. Malhas is a surgeon and 
regular commentator on social 
issues. This artkfe is translated 
from Arabic. 


alternatives 


Searching for 


By Abdullah Hasanat 

IF anything the Muslim 
Brotherhood ministers and the 
movement in general must be 
credited for starting a heated 
debate in society with their 
quest for segregation of men 
and women. 

At the Ministry of Social 
Development, Minister Yousef 
AI Athem, a Brotherhood de- 
puty from Ma’an, started by 
separating men from women at 
the workplace in the ministry 
and its various departments. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Abdullah 
Akayleh, the Brotherhood’s 
minister of education and 
Tafeileh deputy, ordained that 
fathers will no more be able to 
see their daughters performing 
at the schools' playgrounds. 
Both were administrative deci- 
sions that fell under the au- 
thority of the respective minis- 
ters. 

And Jordanian seculars, a 
rare breed in the true sense of 
secularism and a minority are 
up in arms. They see in tiie 
Brotherhood ministers' deci- 
sions the beginnings of a con- 
servative trend that might turn 
the Jordanian society into one 
resembling Saudi Arabia or 
Iran. After ail, the Brother- 
hood is not hiding their inten- 
tions. They are determined to 
turn Jordan into a “virtuous" 
society by covering women 
altogether, by banning banks' 
interest rates and by prohibit- 
ing alcohol. Their vision is 
based on their slogan, Islam is 


the solution. That slogan, 
through the apathy of Jorda- 
nian seculars, ushered the 
Brotherhood into parliament 
with a substantial share of 
Lower House seats. 

TTiey are benefiting from 
the game of democracy and an 
article in the constitution 
which stipulates that Islam is 
the religion of tbe state. 

As far as the rules are con- 
cerned they are playing the 
game right. Seculars, however, 
are indignant. They fear the 
Brotherhood, if successful in 
their drive, would take the 
society back into the “dark 
ages.” The seculars argue that 
the Brotherhood is engaged in 
the pursuit of petty matters 
and that the country is facing 
tremendous economic and 
political problems that require 
immediate handling and as' 
such deserve priority. 

The Brotherhood, however, 
believes a virtuous society is a 
prelude to curing all the socie- 
ty's ills. And while the 
Brotherhood bases its argu- 
ments on the Holy Koran and 
the Sunna, the seculars, unable 
to outwit the Islamists in the 
teachings of Islam, are also 
unable to provide alternatives. 
They can only use whatever 
arguments of Islamic tolerance 
to defend their point of view. 
Not only are the seculars hand- 
icapped by their ignorance, of 
Islam. They are stained with 
their failure for 40 years to 
deliver the Arab masses out of 
their misery. Most notably tiie 


seculars lack an alternative to 
Islamic ideology. Nationalists 
in particular have nothing to 
show in terms of achievement. 

For 40 years it was the 
nationalists and the seculars in 
the Arab Worid who led the 
transformation of their 
societies from rural, primitive 
and simple societies into back- 
ward, oppressive, ignorant and 
corrupt bureaucracies and fief- 
doms. Whatever seculars boast 
of as an achievement, they 
themselves on other occasions 
bemoan as failures. 

A prime example of this is 
education. True that schools 
and universities turn out mil- 
lions of “educated” people, 
but equally true is that inspite 
of millions of graduates, the 
Arab societies’ ills have only 
been compounded. The man in 
the street and the most learned 
agree that education in the 
Arab World is not delivering 
the Arabs out of their back- 
wardness and wretchedness. 

Another example is the eco- 
nomy. Despite an enormous 
wealth of resources, and after 
40 years of "secular" rule, 
Arab economies are in bad 
shape. Billions of petrodollars 
were plundered or wasted in 
building infrastructures that 
cannot stand the test of time. 
Tales of corruption abound. 
They touch even the unloads 
ables. But still, the most strik- 
ing example of failure is in the 
military. Astronomical funds 
were spent on armies that have 
so far failed to win any battle 


against enemies of tbe Arabs. V 
Incidentally, most of these 
armies in feet were not assem- 
bled and fattened! to protect 
the nation against external 
threats, but rather to protect 
and ensure the supremacy of 
the regimes. 

Tbe system, including the 
clergy who stood behind it, 
failed miserably. Tbe masses 
no longer believe in tbe status 
quo. They want change, and 
the only change they seem to 
trust is that of Islam. The 
seculars in Jordan can bang 
their heads against the waD, 
but that will change nothing* 

An alternative to the. Muslim 
Brotherhood’s ideology a a 
must, if only for the sake of 
pluralism and of continued de- 
bate. That alternative wfll only ^ 
emerge following an intense, 
frank and sincere search for 
identity, purpose and new 
realism. 

The task that faces Jorda- 
nian seculars is awe- 

some when compared to the 
challenge faced by tiie other 
side. 

Whatever the end result, 
there is no alternative to the 
democratic way. In a democra- 
ts* seculars and others, like- 
minded groups might not al- 
ways win, but at least the 
chance is there for them to go 
to the polls. 

The writer is a member of d* 6 
Jordan Times editorial staff. 
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24 face death in Kuwait 


(Continued from page 1) 

human rights organisation Amnesty 
International were in court as obser- 
vers. 

Tbeir presence underlined growing 
concern in the West over accusations 
of human rights violations in Kuwait. 

They beard a Kuwaiti woman, 
Ibtsam At Dakheil. say she had onJy 
worked for A1 Nida because the 
Iraqis “Threatened to abduct my two 
daughters and rape them.*’ 
Jordanian Abdul Rahman A1 Hus* 
seini, who said he was suffering from 
a psychological ailment, tok) the 
court tearfully that he worked for A1 
Nida out of fear. 

A1 Nida first appeared in Kuwait in 
mid-August last year. It re-ared to 
publish during the first week of Janu- 
ary. 

The six women defendants wore 
Mack chadors as a sign of respect for 
the court, which was specially con- 
vened to deal with cases of alleged 
collaboration. There is no righto? 
appeal. 

The six sar in a back row with 
several male defendants for whom 
there was no room in the accused's 
barred cage. They covered their faces 
from the cameras of newsmen as 
armed guards, wearing camouflaged 
combat fatigues, stood over them. 

Two of the women were shaking in 
tears. Their crying continued as news- 
men pressed for more photos and 
(efevisfbo footage. 

But later they appeared relaxed, 
chatting and even si mi ling at each 
other as the proceedings opened. 

In the first trial, five Iraqis were 
found guilty and given jail terms of up 
to IS years. Four people were acquit- 
ted. The issue was pulled off the 
market. 

Judge Mohammad Ben Naji gently 
questioned each defendant on the 
nature of the work they bad done, 
how long they stayed and what they 
were paid. 

He repeatedly pounded his gavel 
when he could not hear, at one point 
threatening to dear the courtroom. 

At Nida propagated the view that 
Sheikh Jaber AJ Ahmad Al Sabah 
was a puppet of the West and Kuwait 
should be an Iraqi province. 

“The newspaper was insulting the 
regime all the time," Mr. Saif said. 

Kuwaitis say privately that the 
judges ought hesitate to be lenient 
with anyone involved m slandering 
the Al Sabah name. 

Al Nida was filled with stories 
about alleged corruption under the 


rule of tile sheikh, who was always 
referred to as "Croesus.” the Biblical 
king of legendary wealth. 

Presided over by three civilian and 
two military judges, the court’s sent- 
ence are subject to review by the 
martial-law governor. Crown Prince 
Sheikh Saad Abdullah Al Sabah. 

Martial law has been in force since 
Kuwait was liberated on Feb. 26. 

The defendants ranged from the 
editor-in-chief of Al Nida. Ahmad 
Faddy Al Husseini. to reporters, 
translators and janitors. Mr. Husseini 
is being tried in absentia after fleeing 

the country. 

Before the war. most of the defen- 
dants had worked at Kuwaiti news 
organisations or the Information 
Ministry. 

They are charged with giving in- 
formation to a foreign country, put- 
ting themselves in service of the Iraqi 
regime, helping to publish misleading 
articles and photographs, helping the 
Iraqis weaker the morale of the 
Kuwaiti people and receiving salaries 
and other material benefits from the 
Iraqis. 

Defence lawyers said conviction on 
any of the counts could be punished 
by death by hanging. 

One defence attorney, I mad Al 
Saif, said the court should reopen the 
investigation because the probe that 
led to the charges was questionable. 

Some of the accused said tbey bad 
never worked on Al Nida. 

“There was a pipe near the news- 
paper that was leaking. It was a 
government pipe and needed welding 
so 1 welded it. I didn't go inside the 
grounds at all," said Jordanian Bas- 
sem Ramez Al Haji. 

Others said they had tried to sabot- 
age the prapoganda in the paper. 

Fuwwaz Bassasou,, a Palestinian 
without a passport, said he did his job 
checking grammar and spelling out of 
fear. 

Mr. Bassasou said his one act of 
defiance was to insert a paragraph 
taken from Time magazine in the 
Dec. 25, 2990. issue saying young 
Kuwaiti men were training to regain 
tbeir country. 

France, whose troops were part of 
the anti-Iraq alliance, said Tuesday it 
is concerned about the treatment of 
Palestinians now facing collaboration 
charges there. 

“We are worried about what is 
happening in Kuwait," Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Danial Bernard 
told a news conference. “We hope 
the trials will be carried out with 
respect- for human rights." 


Yemen urges Arabs to learn 


(Contained from page 1) 
the area. 

Mr. Saleh, 49, said Yemen 
would “not regret" its peaceful, 
position on die crisis, which he 
said bad cost it S3 billion in the 
loss of remittances, soft loans, 
grants and financial facilities. 

But he said Sanaa had not 
expected to be punished after 
abiding by the U.N. trade embar- 
go against Iraq. 

’ “We <Sd not expect to receive 
apy reward but also we did not 
expect to be punished for our 
policy," he said. 

However the return of Yemeni 
workers had been foreseen as a 
Ekely event if there were ever 
misunderstandings in Yemen's 
relations with its neighbours, Mr. 


Saleh said. 

“We did not like that they had 
returned, especially at this time, 
but of course circumstances 
obliged them to do so and we 
welcome them. Tbey have re- 
turned to their homeland, among 
their kinfolk and tribes," he said. 

Mr. Saleh said most but not all 
of Yemen’s aid from GCC mem- 
bers Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates, Oman, 
Qatar and Bahrain had been 
frozen. 

“We are seeking now to restore 
relations with all the Gulf states 
and Arab countries — this is our 
poKcy. From oar side there is no 
problem in relations with Saudi 
Arabia ... we hope that they will 
be good," he said. 


Israel vows more settlements 


(Continued from page 1) 

“I wouldn't wonder if the Americans 
are using the Israeli settlement in 
order to say to the Arabs “you see — 
you are not coming to negotiate and 
look what is happening. 

Mr. Baker said Monday be would 
return to the Middle East “if there 
was a reason to go back," but he had 
no such plans. 

Mr. Baker, who has made four 
trips in two months to try to set up 
Arab- Israeli peace talks, told repor- 
ters: “I don’t have any plans, as we 
stand here today, to go back... if 
there’s a reason to go back I would, of 


course, be willing to go back." He 
was talking to reporters after talks 
with his British counterpart Douglas 
Hurd. 

There had been speculation Mr. 
Baker would spend the days between 
forthcoming meetings in Lisboa and 
Copenhagen on a fifth peace nusskx) 
to the Middle East. 

State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret TutwOer said Mr. Baker 
would travel to Lisbon on May 30 to 
attend the signing of a peace agree- 
ment to end 16 years of civil war in 
Angola, and attend a NATO foreign 
ministers' meeting in Copenhagen the 
following week. 


Mujahedeen-e- Khalq — waiting on the wings 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Tiroes Staff Reporter 


ON A VAST desolate desert 
plain about 140 kilometres 
northeast of Baghdad is one of 
the veteran "liberation" move- 
ments around the world. And 
it is only 130 kilometres from 
the border of the land it wants 
to “liberate" — Iran. 

The sprawling 600-square- 
kilometre base of 
Mujabedeen-e-Khalq (Peo- 
ple’s Warriors), the main Ira- 
nian opposition group which 
traces its origins to 1964, is a 
statelet of its own: It has its 
own roads and traffic rules — 
including speed limits and one- 
way lanes — power and water 
supply systems, prefabricated 
houses, barracks, operation 
rooms, training fields with 
tanks, missile launchers, 
armoured personnel carriers 
and an assortment of hundreds 
of different types of well- 
maintained vehicles and com- 
munication equipment. They 
also beam almost round-the- 
clock transmission to Iranians 
from tbeir “Radio Mujahed" 
on “developments and news 
from within Iran.” 

Surprisingly, the base 
escaped unscathed during the 
intense allied bombing of Iraq 
in January and February. 
“Obviously the Americans 
knew who we were," com- 
mented a Mujahedeen official 
in private. 

A casual drive through the 
well-paved, tree-lined roads of 
the base, off the main 
Bagbdad-MosuJ Highway near 
the town of Khalis, and a 
’’familiarisation” swing 
through its training grounds 
and fully aircondttioned facili- 
ties followed by a rich lunch 
served in Western style inevit- 
ably raise one question: Where 
is the money coming from to 
support such a well-oiled, spic 
and span operation? 

“We receive small donations 
from individuals and families 
from al) over Iran,” explains 
Hussein Abrishakhi, acting 
commander of the base, which, 
technically, belongs to the 
National Liberation Army 
(NLA) — the military wing of 
the Mujahedeen. 

“In addition, we have finan- 
cial investments abroad," said 
the commander as a handful of 
foreign journalists settled 
down in a well-furnished living 
room at the outset of the visit 
to the base, on the eve of the 
40th day after a battle between 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
and Mujahedeen fighters in- 
ride “Iraqi territory." (Iran has 
denied that the encounter took 
place within Iraq and instead 
countercharged that Mujahe- 
deen fighters attacked Iranian 
army bases within .Iranian 
territory). 

Mr. Abrishakhi himself and . 
many others in the base say 
tbey were prisoners in Iran 
before and after the Islamic 
revolution which topped Shah 
Reza Pahlavi. Most of than 
escaped across the border to 
Iraq and joined their collegues 
in foe NLA. 

Essentially, the Mujahedeen 
represent Iranians who fell out 
with the powerful clergymen of 
Iran after joining bands with 
them to end the monarchy. In 


fact, the rebels assert that they 
played the major role in the 
revolution, but were victimised 
by the dergy who assumed 
power. 

The group is led by Massoud 
Rajavi. who fled Iran to 
France along with President 
Abol Hassan Bani Sadr — who 
fell out of favour with Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini — in 
June 1981. Mr. Rajavi and Mr. 
Bani-Sadr split over differ- 
ences in approach to the Iran- 
Iraq war and the Mujahedeen 
shifted their headquarters to 
Iraq following an improvement 
in relations between Tehran 
and Paris, which, apparently 
bowing to Iranian pressure, 
ordered the group out. 

The group kept a very low 
profile in Iraq following the 
Baghdad-Tehran agreement in 
mid-August 1990 to make 
peace and formally end the 
war. But. by their own admis- 
sion. they reemerged with a 
stronger card when Iran 
allegedly meddled in the inter- 
nal Iraqi rebellion in the south 
and used its cover to attack 
NLA bases within Iraq. 

“The mullahs of Tehran 
gave themselves away on a 
silver platter,” said a Mujahe- 
deen official. “We have been 
saying that they will never en- 
ter any final peace agreement 
with Iraq as long as it is not a 
pro-Iranian regime that holds 
power in Baghdad. By instigat- 
ing and taking part in the Iraqi 
unrest they have exposed 
themselves and proved us 
right." 

‘Peace is the basis' 

“Peace in the region is the 
basis of our relationship with 
the Iraqi government,’’ the 
official said. “The Iraqis 
understand it very well, and 
they have now clearly realised 
the real intentions of the 
Khomeini regime," he added. 

He rejected suggestions that 
Mujahedeen leader Rajavi and 
his wife Mariam had left Iraq. 
"They are very much in Iraq," 
he said. “But Mr. Rajavi rarely 
gives press interviews, but 
appears at all major Mujahe- 
deen and NLA functions." 

Mr. Rajavi was not present 
at this particular day’s cere- 
mony 10 days ago to honour 43 
Mujahedeen fighters killed to 
the April 1 battle between Re- 
volutionary Guards and NLA 
figuters. The ceremony in- 
cluded a full fall-in parade of 
about 1,600 members of the 
NLA — about one third of 
them women — in smart uni- 
forms (strangely, none wore 
any insignia indicating ranks), 
laying wreaths at a cemetery 
containing 40 marble-topped 
tombs (and a central monn- 
ment for the other three whose 
remains were taken by the 
Iranian army, according to an 
NLA officer said), and a 21- 
gun salute to honour the "mar- 
tyrs" followed by a solemn 
Iranian national song in Farsi.' 

The ceremony was over, and 
the assembly disbanded' The 
jonrnalists were taken to 
another part of the base, where 
six teenagers who identified 
themselves as Revolutionaiy 


Guards captured by the Mu- 
jahedeen on April 1 were pre- 
sented to them. 

"You can ask the prisoners 
any questions you want,” the 
journalists were told. 

“Our impression of the Mu- 
jahedeen has undergone a 180 
degree change," said one of 
the six prisoners, answering a 
question through an interpre- 
ter. "There is a huge prop- 
aganda war against the Mu- 
jahedeen in Iran.” he added in 
Farsi while the others nodded 
in unison. 

What will happen to the 
prisoners? “They will be de- 
tained for some time before 
being given a choice fo join us. 
If they do not then we will 
release them across the bor- 
der." explained an elegantly 
dressed Mujahedeen press 
officer. 

The prisoners related how 
they wer ordered across the 
border into Iraq to attack the 
Mujahedeen and how they 
were defeated and captured. 
They said there were treated 
well by the captors. 

Are there any more prison- 
ers? The journalists asked the 
Mujahedeen. 

“Not from the latest opera- 
tion.” came the reply. 

Then it was time for a brief- 
ing at a conference hall on the 
actual battle. With help from 
meticulously marked maps and 
coloured symbols, and NLA 
officers presented the rebels’ 
version of how the Iranian 
guards first launched an attack 
under cover of the internal 
unrest in Iraq in March and 
how the Mujahedeen coun- 
tered, it before a second opera- 
tion on April 1. Over 1,500 
Iranian soldiers were killed 
and hundreds of others were 
wounded in the operation, 
NLA commanders said. 

They denied reports that 
NLA fighters joined the Iraqi 
army in countering Iranian- 
backed Iraqi rebels during the 
unrest in March. Instead, Par- 
viz Karimian. an operation 
officer of an NLA unit, ac- 
cused Iraqi Kurdish rebels of 
attacking NLA fighters and 
handing over at least two 
caputred guerrillas to Iranian 
Revolutionaiy Guards. 

Also presented to the press 
at the briefing was "Afsane,** 
commander of the base, which 
the Mujahedeen call "Axis 3," 
and a member of the Supreme 
Council of National Iranian 
Resistance. The introduction 
was unnecessary if its objective 
was to underline the prominen- 
ce of women in the Mujahe- 
deen movement since at least 
half of around 50 NLA fighters 
training outside the conference 
hall on anti-aircraft guns, Brit- 
ish Chieftain tanks, APCs and 
multiple rocket launchers were 
young females. 

Mahin Nartf, 29, who hand- 
les a Chieftain tank with the 
ease with which a six-year-old 
pedals a bicycle, said she was 
detained for six years in 1982 in 
Tehran’s Evin prison for sup- 
porting rbe Mujahedeen. 

She was released in 1988 and 
she crossed the border to Iraq 
and joined the NLA camp. She 
says sbe took an active part in 
the latest operation against the 
Iranian army. “It was the first 
time I came face to face with 




Above a female tank commander takes position and below the Mujahedeen armour is kept ready 
for the big battle (Photos by P.V. Vivekanand) 


~my tormentors with a gun in 
my hands,” she said. “I was 
thrilled” 

Similar stories came from 
most of the male and female 
NLA tighten:, whose common 
enmity against the theocratic 
regime in Tehran binds them 
together. 

“Every one of them is a 
volunteer and no one gets any 
salary,” said the Mujahedeen 
press officer. Farid Sulaimani. 

The next port of call was 
Radio Mujahed transmission ■ 
facilities. Two engineers there 
made a brief presentation of 
the technical details while 
another changed spools around 
among at least five or six tape 
machines. 

"This facility beams to 
listeners in central Iran and 
mostly the Tehran area." said 










one of the engineers. “We 
have other similar facilities 
elsewhere in Iraq to cover 
other Iranian areas." he said. 

Does the Iranian regime try 
to jam the broadcast? 

“Of course they do, but we 
have ways of circum venting the 
jamming,” said the beaming 
engineer. 

That it was time for lunch 
and a choice for those who 
wanted to go back to Baghdad 
or proceed to another NLA 
base, closer to the border but a 
two-hour drive away. Most 
journalists opted to return to 
the capital, but this reporter 
stayed on. 

But bad news came soon. 
"The Khomeini regime has 
started shelling the border 
base,” said Mr. Sulaimani. 


“We can't travel there today. 
Perhaps another time, yes?" 

The obvious suspicion was 
indeed that the Mujahedeen 
were a little disappointed with 
the choice of all other journal- 
ists not to proceed further and 
that they felt it was not worth 
while taking a sole pressman 
up over the mountains. Well, ! 
one would never know what 
the real reason was. 

But a compensation was an 
“exclusive interview" with the 
bead of the Mujahedeen's poli- 
tical department. The encoun- 
ter went well, and then it was 
time to leave. 

"Well, we hope to host you 
again, this time in Tehran," 
were Sulaimani 's parting words 
as he waved goodbye. 


(Contained from page 2) 
datq of Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait 
— had been frozen. • 

Iraq said it had a “small quanti- 
ty of foreign currency, and it is 
earmarked for the purposes or 


expend i ture which are extranely 
necessary in order to main t ain , at 
a minim um level, Eraq’s con- 
tinned contact with the rest of the 
world and the movement of its 
representatives." 

This foreign currency cornd not 
be used for international pay* 
merits for regular trade in goods, 
first because of the Small amount, 
and also because there were no 
transadfons in cash at the Inter- 
nationa] level, given that pay~ 
meats wore -now made by w**®. 
amt by automated and electron 
means, the letter added. 

Iraq, said it retained “a small 
quantity of monetary gold” but 
could not dispose of it “because 
of the grave repercussions that 
might ans ne for the national eco- 
nomy and -out of a concern to 
make use of it as a nucleu s fo r “* c 
recon stitu tion of the secure re- 
serve required to restore conver- 
tibility 'to the Iraqi dinar, even tf 
within co nfine d limits at the out- 
set." 

“This quantity of gold was, m 
its entirety, purchased more than 
20 years ago,” the Iraqi letter 
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Hockey season ends for 
Canadians in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 
Canadians, most of them 
attached to the Canadian embas- 
sy in Amman, have played a 
version of their national sport, ice 
hockey, throughout the season. 
Their final match will be played 
Friday, May 24. Hockey, Amman 
version, lacks an ice rink and 
skates and is called road hockey. 

The game is played on asphalt 
in a quiet street near the Sixth 
Circle. What the players lacked in 
.Canadian-type winter conditions 
they made up for in enthusiasm 
and competitive spirit. A few 
have scars to prove it. 

■ There were two teams, normal- 


ly of six players each, who used 
conventional ice hockey sticks 
and an orange rubber ball to play 
a game which was as close as 
possible to ice hockey. The “olds- 
ters” played the “youngsters" ev- 
ery week, usually on Fridays. 
Witnesses do not agree on which 
team won the series. 

With the advent of warm 
weather in Jordan and the depar- 
ture of some of the hockey play- 
ers as their assignment here ends, 
so too the Canadian hockey sea- 
son ends. But all players say they 
will keep fond memories of the 
Amman Road Hockey Series of 
1990-91. 


Richardson retains WBC 
bantamweight boxing title 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Amer- 
ican Greg Richardson barely held 
- jotl to his World Boxing Council 
(WBC) bantamweight title when 
he .won a controversial split deci- 
sion over Mexico’s Victor Raba- 
RaJes in a bruising 12-round bout, 

U.S. judges Marty Sam mo and 
Angel Guzman scored the fight 
115-111 and 117-112, respective- 
ly, for Richardson. Arsenig 
Garda of Mexico scored it 115- 
118 for Rabanales. 

Rabanales’ adviser Rafael 
Mendoza said he would protest 
against the decision to the WBC 
and demand a rematch within 60 
days with no U.S. or Mexican 
officials . 

“I believe I won the fight all 
■the way,” the seventh-ranked 
Rabanales said through an inter- 
' preter. “In my mind I am the 
champion.” 

- ’ The dedsion drew loud boos 
from the crowd of 5,438 who 
threw beer cups and peanuts at 
the ring at the Los Angeles 
Forum. 

. The 117-pound (53.07 kg) 
Rabanales was penalised twice by 
U.S. referee Lou Filippo during 
the fight, losing one point in the 
fourth round for a low blow and 


another in the seventh for a head 
butt. 

Rabanales attacked Richard- 
son — in the first defence of the 
title he won in February from 
Mexico's Raul Perez — from the 
Opening bell, often lunging at the 
33-year-old champion. 

The 28-year-old challenger 
pummelled Richardson through- 
out the fight with thumping blows 
to (be head and body. 

“In a rematch 1 would knock 
out Greg Richardson,” Raba- 
nales said through an interpreter. 

Richardson, fighting at 118 
pounds (53.52 kg), backed up for 
most of the fight, trying to score 
with jabs and combinations. 

“I was consistent," Richardson 
said. “I kept the jab moving. I 
moved. I made him miss a lot,” 
Richardson said, adding he 
thought the decision was fair. 

“We would have had to knock 
me out to win it after he lost those 
points," Richardson said. The 
champion said he would consider 
a rematch with Rabanales. 

The win improves Richardson's 
record to 30 wins and three los- 
ses. Rabanales falls to 27 wins, 10 
losses and two draws. 


Lazio officials fly to U.K. 


LONDON (R) — Three Lazio 
officials, including the Italian soc- 
cer club's doctor, flew here Tues- 
day but refused to say whether 
they would visit Tottenham mid- 
fielder Paul Gascoigne in hospit- 
al. 

Maurizio Manzini, the team 
manager, was accompanied by 
;the club’s Commercial Manager 
■Carlo Regalia and the doctor. 
Claudio Bartoiini. 

The three will be at England's 
friendly international with the 
Soviet Union Tuesday night, 

. possibly with an eye on England's 
.David Platt, rumoured as a re- 
placement for Gascoigne. 

Manzini said: “We do expect to 
be at Wembley tonight to watch 
the England match. 1 can say no 
more. I am not being evasive or 
disrespectful. I have a boss, you 
.know? I am not authorised to 
make any statement at all.” 

Asked to confirm they were in 
'London to assess the extent of 


Gascoigne's injury, Manzini said: 
“You must draw your own conclu- 
sions. I can tell you nothing.” 

Lazio indicated in Italy Mon- 
day the Gascoigne transfer de- 
pended on the advice of their 
medical and legal advisers. The 
player is not expected to be able 
to resume until next year. 

“Any decision (about Gas- 
coigne) is dependent on the opin- 
ion of our medical and legal 
advisors who will act, with defini- 
tion only when all aspects of the 
injury have been clarified," Lazio 
said. 

“For the time being, we offer 
our best and sincere wish es to the 
player Gascoigne, in the hope 
that he will soon take to the 
sports field again.” 

Until he seriously damaged 
knee ligaments in Saturday’s 
F.A. Cup final against Notting- 
ham Forest, Gascoigne looked 
set to move to Lazio for a world 
record $14.5 million. 


24 U.S. cities asking 
to host World Cup soccer 


LOS ANGELES (A?) — The 
World Cup USA 1994 Organising 
Committee is hearing presenta- 
tions from 24 cities who wish to 
host soccer games when the 
World Cup comes to the United 
States for the first time. 

“There will be no decisions of 
any kind this week," Jim Treck- 
er, the director of media relations 
for World Cup USA. said Mon- 
day^ "This is strictly an adminis- 
trative thing, this is the personal 
presentation element. 

/.•We’ll spend the summer eva- 
luating all the bids. Then, at the 
erifl of the year, we’ll make an 
announcement of the eight, nine, 
10, II or 12 venues." 

The presentations are being 
made Monday through Thureday, 
Trecker said. 


The 24 cities making presenta- 
tions are Atlanta; Boston; Fox- 
boro; Charlotte, North Carolina; 
Chicago; Columbus, Ohio: Dal- 
las; Denver; Detroit; Pontiac; 
Honolulu; Houston; Kansas City, 
Missouri; Knoxville. Tennessee; 
Los Angeles; Pasadena; Miami, 
Florida; New Haven, Connecti- 
cut; New Orleans; Orlando; Kis- 
simmee; St. Goud, Florida; Phi- 
ladelphia; Phoenix; Portland; 
Corvallis, Oregon; San Francisco 
Bay; Seattle; Tampa Bay, Flor- 
ida, and Washington, D.C. 

Those dries bidding but not 
making presentations this week 
are New York, New Jersey 
(Giant Stadium and Rutgers Uni- 
versity), and Las Vegas. Trecker 
said. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WrTH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

1990 Tribune M.-0U Scimcus >91 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q.I — As South, i ulna-able, you 
hold: 

4>k$ 9853 K8762 *AK 

Parmer opens the bidding with one 
no trump. Wha» do you respond? 


*KQ7J A8$4 62 *K93 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Wes! North East South 

1 t * Pass ? 

What do vou bid now? 


Q.2 — As Soulh. \ulnerable. you 
hold: 

*K8 9853 K87A2 *AK 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North Easl South Wesi 

1 NT Pass 2 * Pass 

2 * Pass ? 

Whai do you bid now? 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

♦ KQ73 A8S4 K93 *62 

The bidding has proceeded: 

-West North East South 

I ♦ Pass ? 

Whai do you bid now? 

Q-.4 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
Iho’ld: 


Q.5— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

♦ AQ75 -J84 .2 +AKJI07 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 + Pass 1 ;• Pass 

1 * Pass 1 NT Pass 

*» 

What action do you take? 

Q.6-— East-West vulnerable, as 
Souih you hold: 

4 63 KJ 109854 A105 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 > 2 ? 

* strong takeout 
What do you bid now? 


+6 



Jnergen Klinsmann 

Inter players to decide 
tactics for UEFA final 


ROME (R) — Intemazionale 
coach Giovanni Trapattoni will 
let his players decide which tac- 
tics to adopt in Wednesday’s 
UEFA Cup final second leg 
against as Roma at the Olympic 
Stadium in Rome. 

Trapattoni has had regular dis- 
agreements this season with his 
three German stars. Lothar 
Matthaeus. Juergen Klinsmann 
and Andreas Brehme about his 
allegedly over-defensive 
approach to away fixtures. 

Inter will be protecting a 2-0 
lead from the first leg in Milan 
two weeks ago and Trapattoni, in 
an apparent reference to the 
ongoing dispute, said Monday the 
players would determine the 
game plan. 

“How will Inter play? They 
(the palyers) can organise them- 
selves,” he said. 

“It’s the players who go out on 
to the pitch. This is a cup final 
and they'll play it as they fed they 
ought to play it. 

“There’s been too much chat 
about attack and defence, back- 
wards and forwards ... too much 
talk of prudence.” 

As far as striker Klinsmann is 
concerned, attack represents In- 
ter's best way of defending their 
lead: 

“I expect Inter to play an 
attacking game from start to fin- 
ish," he said. 

"We simply cannot go out to 
defend the 2-0 result, that would 
be too risky and too hard. We 
would suffer for the entire 90 
minutes. 

“Roma have nothing to lose, 
whereas we would lose both face 
and the (UEFA) Cup." 

Inter will be at almost full 
strength with Captain Giuseppe 
Bergomi returning to the side 
following a two game suspension 
and with Brehme at left back. 


despite a broken toe which ne- 
cessitates a special boot and pre- 
match pain killing injections. 

Inter striker Aldo Serena, who 
injured his shoulder in the first 
leg of the tie, will be replaced by 
Fausto Pizzi. 

Roma’s German striker. Rudi 
Voeller. believes the 85,000 
capacity Olympic Stadium could 
prove to be his side's most potent 
weapon, adding: 

“If we manage to get that first 
goal, then the changes of gening 
an equaliser are vety good. 

“This is one occasion when the 
coach doesn't have to tell us what 
to do. Everyone knows what we 
have to do and what the fans 
require from these, the most im- 
portant 90 minutes of our season. 

"It’s obvious that we’ll have to 
attack and to risk things a bit but 
we should do it prudently and 
using our heads.” 

Roma coach Onavio Bianchi 
will be without the suspended 
Amedeo Carboni and Antonio 
Comi, while Giuseppe Giannini, 
Fabrizio Di Mauro and Stefano 
Desideri are all recovering from 
minor injuries picked up in Satur- 
day's 1-1 draw with Napoli. 


African federation grants admission to S. Africa 


DAKAR, Senegal (AP) — The 
governing body for athletics in 
Africa has granted provisional 
membership to South Africa, a 
potentially significant step toward 
that country's return to interna- 
tional competition. 

The African Amareur Athletics 
Federation voted at a meeting 
Monday to admit South Africa on 
condition that it continued efforts 
to promote multiracial competi- 
tion and administration in sports. 

World athletics' governing 
body, the International Amateur 
Athletics Federation flA AF), has 
said it would readmit South Afri- 
ca if the African Federation en- 
dorsed such a move. 

The African Federation de- 
cided after a three-day special 
meeting to grant provisional 
membership to the newly created 
South African Amareur Athletic 
Association. The decision was 
based in pan on findings of an 
African delegation that recently 
visited South Africa. 

The new South African Asso- 
ciation was formed in an effort to 
unite the country’s various athle- 
tics bodies. It was represented in 
Dakar by four officials. 

The head of the African Fed- 
eration, Lamine Diack of Seneg- 
al, said another delegation would 
to to South Africa in July to 
assess whether the new associa- 
tion has made enouch progress to 
merit a return to world competi- 
tion. 

South Africa was banned 
from international competition 
following the 1960 Olympics in 
protest of its policies of racial 
segregation. The country was ex- 


pelled from the International 
Amateur Athletics Federation in 
1976. 

South Africa took steps Mon- 
day toward reinstatement in 
athletes and tennis. 

President F.W. de Klerk, with 
an eye on the World Athletics 
Championships in Tokyo this 
summer, told the IAAF his gov- 
ernment is swiftly acting to re? 
move,“the last pillars" of racial 
discrimination. 

In a letter to IAAF President 
Frimo Nebiolo, de Klerk express- 
ed hopes South African Athletes 
can compete in Tokyo. Last 
week, Nebiolo said South Africa 
could compete at Tokyo if it is 
readmitted to the IAAF, whose 
congress meets just prior to the 
championships in August. 

“The letter shows great com- 
mitment toward the resolution of 
the apartheid problem, and for 
this, I myself, and ail sportsmen 
and women cannot help but be 
pleased," Nebiolo said. 

De IGerk has promised to re- 
peal remaining apartheid laws 
by the end of June, and South 
Africa’s three amateur athletics 
bodies agreed earlier this month 
to merge into a single non-raciai 
group. 

“This extremely important 
message gives us good reason to 
hope for a positive evolution of 
this situation, and a possible re- 
turn of South Africa to interna- 
tional athletic events in the near 
future." 

Meanwhile, in London, Inter- 
national Tennis Federation (ITF) 
spokesman Ian Barnes said the 
ITF will seek to have South Afri- 


Eight dropped in bid to 
avenge Faroes humiliation 


SALZBURG, Austria (R) — 
Austria, in a drastic bid to avenge 
earlier humiliation, have dropped 
eight players from their squad for 
their European Soccer Cham- 
pionship qualifying match against 
the Faroe Islands Wednesday. 

The Austrians, who qualified 
for the World Cup finals in Italy 
but have been sliding downhill 
ever since, lost 1-0 to the island 
amateurs earlier this year and 
suffered further indignity with a 
6-0 drubbing Sweden on May 1. 

The main casualties in manager 
Alfred Riedl's radical reshuffle 
are captain Toni Polster and 
fellow-striker Gerhard Rodax, 
the country's best-known players 
who have been unable to repro- 
duce their from for Spanish dubs 
when performing for their coun- 


Big crowd pays tribute 
to England’s Cup heroes 


LONDON (R) — Cup kings 
Manchester United and Tot- 
tenham wound up the English 
first division season with an hon- 
ourable 1-1 draw. 

A packed Old Trafford saluted 
both European Cup winner’s 
Cup heroes United and English 
F.A. Cup victors Tottenham. 

But the game was an anti- 
climax for the near-47,000 crowd. 

Pat Van Den Hauwe, Paul 
Allen, Nayim and, of course. 
Paul Gascoigne, were all missing 


from the Wembley team and Tot- 
tenham fell behind in the seventh 
minute. 

The goal produced another bit- 
ter memory for Terry Fenwick, 
who broke a leg against United 18 
months ago. It was his first senior 
game since a second break in 
February and when Paul Ince 
drove in a shot from Denis 
Irwin's pass, the ball deflected off 
Fenwick to leave goalkeeper Erik 
Thorstvedt helpless. 


try. 

“I expect more from model 
players than from ordinary 
ones," Riedl said after his ded- 
sion. “Thhere is no place for a 
captain who slumps like he has.” 

Polster’s place will be taken by 
Andi Ogris, of Espanol, who 
becomes the only foreigner in the 
squad after Riedl ro/ned to for- 
mer internationals and untested 
players for new blood. 

Austria's only consolation is 
the knowledge that the Faroes, 
who also took a point off North- 
ern Ireland, were humbled 7-0 by 
Yugoslavia in their Group 4 
match last week. 

“Yugoslavia played like world 
champions, we looked like rank 
amateurs," Faroes coach Pall 
Gudlaugsson said. 

But he warned the Austrians: 
“That won’t happen again. Au- 
stria just aren't strong enough.” 

Gudlaugsson refused to divulge 
his final line-up for Wednesday, 
saying only that the formation 
would be the same as against 
Northern Ireland, with two strik- 
ers up front. 

“We have less to lose than the 
Austrians," was his only com- 
ment to the local media. 

Riedl opted to show videos of 
the Faroes' match against Yugos- 
lavia and a 15-minute selection of 
recent Austrian team highlights 
rather than reminding them of 
their debacles. 

“I don't want to rake over any 
more embers," he said. 
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ca permitted next year in Davis 
Cup and Federation Cup team 
competitions “as soon as the In- 
ternational Olympic Committee 
lifts its restrictions and readmip 
South Africa to the Olympic 
Games." 

The IOC is working with South 
African sports officials to clear 
the way for the country's rcad- 
mittance. 

The IOC says South Africa 
must abolish apartheid, its system 
of racial separation, and combine 
its various sports groups into mul- 
tiracial bodies before such a re- 
turn is possible. 

South Africa was of the origin- 
al 13 members of the Internation- 
al Lawn Tennis Federation when 
it was formed in 1913. It was 
suspended two years ago. 

“It was a decision taken with 
great regret, especially by those 
who appreciated the considerable 
efforts made by the South Afri- 
can Tennis Union to make tennis 
a fully-integrated, multi-racial 
sport in their country,” ITT Presi- 
dent Philippe Cha trier said. 

The same conditions apply in 
track, where de Klerk’s statement 
came in response to an announc- 
ment by Nebiolo in April that an 
IAAF team will visit South Afri- 
ca. 

Nebiolo released the South 
African president’s letter Mon- 
day. 

“The possibility of South Afri- 


can athletes competing tn the 
International Amateur' Athletie 
Federation's Third World. .cham- 
pionships in Tokyo would intfeed 
afford - many South Afridaui'. 
athletes, irrespective of race, col- 
our or creed, an . opportunity, 
which has long been mthe r wait- 
ing and which is well deserved,” 
tiie letter stud. ' / - _ 

De Klerk added: “The process 
of change initiated by my govern-- 
meat is firmly -under vray and I 
would like to reiterate- that my 
government remains committed 
to removing the last pillarsof 
discrimination and to die removal 
of any obstacles in the wiy of the 
negotiating towards a. new' South 
Africa." 

Whether South Africa might.be 
able to compete' in the .1992 
Olympics will depend on the deci- 
sion of the IAAF congress in 
August. The next time the con- 
gress meets after August will be 
in 1993. - 

In tennis. South Africa was 
expelled from the Davis. Cup in 
1978 and would have to re-enter 
the men’s competition - at' the 
bottom and work its way back up 
to world group level, the South 
Africans would re-enter in Euro- 
African Zone n. 

It also would have to qi 
for a place in the -women’s Fe 
eratioo Chp. Like the Davis Cop, 
it is held annually. 



THE BETTER HALF, 
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“Curly hair makes me look years 
younger! I look just like Greg 
from The Brady Bunch’!" 


Unscramble these four Jumbtea, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordhaiy words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


PARAT 



□ 

r 







LIXEE 


n — i 

1 — 

H 

r 

1 

k . A . — 1 

1 — 

LJ 

L 

A 


SCETOK 


n~rr 

r S 


NOiSOP ! 


rum 




WHAT ILLEGIBLE 
HAblPWRrTIbie 
OFTEN IS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


w rxirmixxxxy 


Yesterday's 


CLOVE 


(Answers tomorrow) 

REDEEM VANDAL 


Jumbles: PARCH 
Answer Whatthecap manufacturer's expenses were— 
ALL "OVERHEAD - ’ 


THE Daily Crossword b,s»% B. Whitten 


ACROSS 
1 NC senator 
GPhooeyf 
10 Fr. done 
14 Ot bees 

15 Oriental nurse 

16 CHque 

17 Nightclub 
16 Soft drink 
13 Bridge hand 
20 FoTh-rock 

performer of 
1970s 

23 Middle: abbr. 

24 Ocean fish 

25 Alias letters 

26 A Rat e.g. 

27 Parents 

30 " — Rhythm" 

32 Mesopotamia 
today 

34 Author Sinclair 
36 Horse color 
38 Carry 
40 1972 also-ran 

44 Corporate 
monogram 

45 Obligation 

46 Song of joy 

47 Understood 
49 Dubs e.g. 

51 Funrry Louis 
52 — Lanka 
54 Sheep 

56 Gobi Desert site 

58 Ship weight 

59 Mongol empne 
ruler 

63 Rim 
85 Sp. painter 
66 More pleasant 

68 Spool 

69 Concerned with 

70 Metal mix 

71 Drowses 

72 Lay — truck 

73 Depart 

DOWN 

1 Possessed 

2 Narrative poem 

3 Bone! of TV 

4 Large: prof. 

5 Prying 

6 Track entry 

7 in a violent rage 
6 Actress Shire 



S2 

S3 


1 

58 



83 



1 

U 




n 





CI99I M«u Somh. Inc 

u n^Tan«nwc 


9 Hitting a golf ball 
in a way 

10 Serve 
perfectly 

11 Chess piece 

12 Moisten the 
turkey 

13 Ledger item 

21 FaB 
behind 

22 Needlefish 
27 Face 

26 Mimic 
29 Ctad with 
hose 
31 Vaults 
33 Thomas — 
Edison 

36 AJg. city 

37 Motion 
39 Dismal 

41 Eng. king 

42 Elective 

43 Vane letters 
46 Unit of 

work 

50 Doctrine 


Saturday’s Puzzle Solved: 


Qononi Htntara fihpi 
raranian dhiih innni 
nnkunnnnmEn nram 
raran nnnm rannnai 
- „ RgnnonraraaQQi 
bqoqbb ana 
nnoni nraciHraBcu 
..nno nnrann ocini 
Honnnnnra nronni 
oaoBoai 
RraRnnnoccinnB 
ranrannn ni-iBo qqi 
nnoHHoonni 
0Qgn anna fhdqhi 
OEnan HRnn Qiaran! 


52 Unbending 

53 Cowboy show 
55 Intended 

57 Deh 

B0 Choir member 


61 Western sch 
letters 

62 Pope of yore 
64 Overhead tre 
67 Cereal grass 
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UA P»B*r In International Markets 


Currency 

NeuNotk 

Clow 

i>.i» 20/5/41 

Sterling Pound - 

7.7170 

Deutsche Mark 

7 .7320 

Swiss Franc 

7.4620 

French Franc 

5.8690 

Japanese Yen 

131.50 

European Cnrreny Unit 

1.1670 


aj E— P« — Oproinx m UO a.a. GMT 

Eurocurrency Interest Ratal 
Currency 1 | 

US. Dollar 5 

Sterling Pound 1 1 

Deutsche Mark i 

Swiss Franc 4 

French Franc ? 

Japanese Yen 7 


| European Currency Unit 9.75 9 ,4b 9.5 e* 

Inleriwak hU rate for mnniK rw« Mae I'.S. IMbn l.wtHOoi eqwvaleM 


2 J / 5 ‘‘ 1 99 1 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

5.47 

5.93 

6.06 

6.50 

11.47 

7 7.50 

M.25 

II .00 

4.75 

4.93 

9.00 

9.06 

4.72 

4.72 

4.00 

4.06 

9.00 

9.00 

9.06 

9.06 

7 . 64 

7.61 

7.56 

7.43 

9,75 

9.4b 

9.56* 

9.43 


USD/Oz JD/Cor Metal 
356.60 6.65 Silver 


Data: £7/5/7997 
I'SIVOz I JD/Gm 


* 21 Kanu 

Contra! Bank of Jordan Exchange Bate Bulletin 

Data: 27/5/1991 

Currency Bid Offer 

UA Dollar TZTl UB 

Sterling Pound 7.7643 7.1747 

Deutsche Mark .39 33 .3453 

Swiss Franc .4358 .4681 

French Franc .1160 .1166 

Japanese Yen* ,4979 .494 4 

Dutch Guilder .5493 .35)0 

Swedish Krona .7098 . 7 703 


Italian Lira 1 


Belgian Franc 


O ther Currencies 

Currency 
Bahraini Dinar 
Lebanese Lira* 
Saudi Riyal 
Kuwaiti- Dinar 
Qatari Riyal 


.01939 


1.7400 


.01949 


27/5/7997 


7.7550 


Omani Riyal 

7.7250 

1.7400 

UAE Dirham 

.7437 

.1840 

Greek Drachma 0 

.3450 

.3550 

Cypriot Pound i 

1.4200 

1.4400 


* P^r tM 

CAB Indices tar Amman Financial Market'' 


Index 

19/5/1991 Close 

20/5/ 1991 Close 

All-Share 

774.77 

774.49 

Banking Sector 

110.71 

770.94 

Insarance Sector 

112.56 

I7Z.56 

Industry Sector 

118.26 

118.45 

Services Sector 

125.44 

127.91 


U.S. regulators approve limited 
after hours trading on NY SE 


WASHINGTON (R) — In a bid 
to help U.S. stock markets beat 
back growing competition from 
Tokyo and London, government 
regulators Monday approved li- 
mited after-hours trading on the 
New York Stock Exchange 
(NYSE), the biggest in the Un- 
ited States. 

The measures, approved by a 
4-1 vote of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC), 
are the first in what could become 
a 24-hour market in stocks. The 
measures will run for a two-year 
trial period. 

The. proposals arc aimed at 
attracting back some of the insti- 
tutional investors who manage 
billion -dollar portfolios and use 
complex computerised trading 

First Islamic 
bank opens 
in Algeria 

ALGIERS (R> — The Al Baraka 
Islamic Bank of Algeria — the 
first of its kind in the country — 
opened Tuesday. 

The new bank has been set up 
by the Algerian Rural Develop- 
ment Bank (BADR) and Al 
Baraka of Saudi Arabia. It has a 
one billion-dinar (SI 25 million) 
capital base. 

It will function in accordance 
with traditional Sharia or Islamic 
law which prohibits payment of 
interest. 

“It is the first private Islamic 
bank to give Algerian Muslims 
the opportunity to live in accord- 
ance with their religion." Sheikh 
Salah Abdallah Kamel. said. 


programmes. 

Now when U.S. markets close, 
these professionals use electronic 
screens or trade abroad. 

Advances in telecommunica- 
tions and a rise in the number of 
U.S. companies listing their 
stocks in foreign markets have 
made this quiet shift to global 
trading possible. 

For the New York Stock Ex- 
change. there has been a loss of 
trading — and revenues. 

The exchange estimates that 15 
per cent of all programme trading 
by its member firms last year was 
conducted overseas. 

But some traders said the prop- 
osals would not help the NYSE 
gain back business lost overseas. 


”1 support them, but I'm scep- 
tical of whether this in fact is 
going to boost market share," 
said the head of U.S. trading for a 
large Japanese brokerage. He 
said his firm would continue to 
conduct most of its overnight 
trading in Tokyo. 

Linder the plan, the NYSE can 
start two special trading sessions 

after the current 4 p.m. eastern 
time (2000 GMT) closing bell. 

In one hour-long trading ses- 
sion. buy and sell orders can be 
executed at the closing price only. 
SEC staff said this would let 
investors adjust their portfolios 
once they have digested the day’s 
activities. 

The second session, lasting un- 
til 5.15 p.m. (2115 GMT), would 


be for computer-driven program- 
me trades of at least 15 stocks 
worth SI million or more. 

The Philadelphia Slock Ex- 
change has submitted a similar 
plan to the SEC. 

Noting the erosion of New 
York's dominance as the world 
financial centre. SEC Chairman 
Richard Breeden last year urged 
the stock exchanges to move to- 
wards 24-hour trading. 

But the New York proposal 
has triggered fierce debate 
among regional stock exchanges, 
who say the special trading ses- 
sion would rob public investors of 
the chance to get a fair price and 
expose them to unscrupulous 
brokers. 


French premier urges Europe to 
wake up to Japanese challenge 
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PARIS (R) — French Prime 
Minister Edith Cresson has laun- 
ched another attack on Japanese 
protectionism urging Europe to 
wake up to the challenge of 
Japan's conquering exports. 

"Japan is another universe 
which wants to conquer ... that's 
the way they are," she told 
French television TF-1. 

In her second outburst against 
Japan since her appointment last 
Thursday. Cresson said Japan 
had taken over the world's photo- 
graphic industry and destroyed 
America's car-making sector. 

“We took it easy." she said. 

Cresson said Europe had to 


face up to competition and set up 
industrial alliances to salvage its 
electronics industry. 

“If we depend on the Japanese 
for imports of electronic pro- 
ducts, they will always be in a 
position not to sell Lhem or to sell 
them at high prices." she said. 
She accused Japanese indus- 
trialists of charging high prices on 
their domestic market in order to 
finance cheap exports. 

Cresson resigned as European 
affairs minister eight months ago. 
accusing the French government 
of ignoring what she called a 
world trade war. 

She repeated her ambition this 
week to boost the French eco- 


nomy to rival its German neigh- 
bour in the single European mar- 
ket opening up in 1993. 

The 57-year-old premier gave 
few hints about what she plans to 
say in her first address to parlia- 
ment Wednesday, but sought to 
play down her reputation as a 
tough left-winger. 

“One rules more at the centre 
than one would wish to,” she' 
said. “One must compromise. 
Whey not compromise when it is 
sensible." 

A poll in the Sunday newspap- 
er Journal du Dimanche said 70 
per cent of the French had a good 
opinion of Cresson, the country’s 
first woman prime minister. 


Experts say Mideast bank 
will not solve economic woes 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — A 
proposed development bank in 
the Middle East will not solve the 
area’s economic disparity and 
growth problems, experts have 
told congressional committee. 

Questions on which countries 
will participate,- how much they 
will contribute and who will ult- 
imately benefit from a Middle 
[East regional bank were addres- 
sed by a round-table panel discus- 
sion organised by. the Senate 
Foreign Relations Sub-committee 
on the Near East and South Asia. 

Several panelists voiced doubts 
about the ultimate utility of a 
regional development bank in the 
Middle East in the context of 
solving problems of economic 
growth. The panelists agreed that 
aid alone is not the solution to the 
Middle East's economic problems 
and stressed that economic re- 
form and attracting investment 
should be priority goals. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
earlier this year outlined a recon- 
struction plan for the Middle East 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


that included a regional develop- 
ment bank. 

It is questionable that the oil- 
rich states. like Saudi Arabia, will 
be able to contribute the funds 
needed to make a regional bank 
in the Middle East viable, several 
panelists said. 

The “impression that the 
Saudis would be a paymaster to 
the region's problems" stands on 
shaky ground, given the financial 
constraints Saudi Arabia now 
faces, a panelist said. 

The Saudis “have run out of 
available foreign exchange re- 
serves," he noted, adding that 
Saudi Arabia has become one of 
the “largest borrowers on the 
international market in the 1990s. 

Another panelist echoed these 
points, saying “Saudi Arabia 
does not have the financial re- 
sources it once had... there are 
less funds to finance undertak- 
ings, including regional develop- 
ment efforts.” 

Kuwait and Iraq are also in no 
position to contribute to such a 


fund at present, he noted. 

“Iraq's development has been 
set back by a decade.” he said, 
adding that an estimated S20.000 
million will be needed in invest- 
ment to rebuild Iraq’s infrastruc- 
ture. The costs of Kuwait’s re- 
building efforts are estimated at 
$50,000 million, he said. 

While Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait “will not have a great deal 
of resources to contribute to this 
effort," the Gulf Cooperation 
Council has committed itself to 
proving $10,000 million for a 
development fund, another parti- 
cipant noted. 

On a recent trip to the region, 
U.S. Secretary of the Treasury 
Nicholas Brady discussed possi- 
ble uses of the GCC fund, includ- 
ing “using resources in conjuction 
with U.S. aid and World Bank 
resources that would lead to eco- 
nomic reform and restructuring." 


TOKYO Light arbitrage unwinding and small-lot sales press- 

ured prices all day but bargain-hunting and some index-linked 
sales pushed the market back up. The Nikkei average dosed 
down 41,62 points to 25,481.21 

SYDNEY Shares dosed higher in thin volume amid scattered 

support from local investors. The all ordinaries index dosed up 
4.5 points at 1,536.1. 

BONG KONG — After six days of gains, the Hang Seng index 
plunged 87.21 points to 3,829,88 on unconfirmed rumours that 
Sing-British talks failed to reach a compromise on a new airport for 
Hong Kong. 

SINGAPORE — Shares dosed generally lower with operators, 
unwilling to take fresh positions in the absence of positive leads 
from overseas. The Straits Tunes industrial index lost 4 23 points to 
end at 1,517.98. 

BOMBAY — Prices finished strongly, buoyed by expectations of 
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of congress victory in elections. The Bombay Stock Exchange 
index shot up 36.29 points to 1,320.54. 

FRANKFURT — The Dax index, bolstered by growing foreign 
confidence in Germany, dimbed 18.53 points to 1,617.40. 

ZURICH — Chemicals led the SPI index up 8.9 points to 1,088.5. 

PARIS — The Bank of France dashed hopes of an early cut in 
interest, leaving rates unchanged at its weekly money market 
tender. Wail Street gains helped the CAC-40 index rise late in the 
day to dose 6.13 points higher at 1.833.09. 

LONDON — Utility stocks finned but dealers said the FTSE 
index's 16.1 point gain to 2.482.7 looked fragile in otherwise thin 
trade. 

NEW YORK — Buying continued in drug stocks but few other 
groups attracted jnterest.At 1602 GMT the Dow Jones industrials 
were up 26.36 to 2,918.8. 
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CAR FOR SALE 

1986 Volvo 740 GLE Sla. Wagon, metall. grey, PS, air condition- 
ing, anti-lock PB, heated ortho, front seats, central locking, 
sun-roof. Duty not paid. 

Contact Ms. Dawson, 659-594. 


FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

Suitable For Diplomatic Family 

Consists of 2 or 3 bedrooms, sitting, salon, dining room, new 
American style fully equipped kitchen, 2 bathrooms, spacious 
veranda, garage, excellent furniture, separate central heating, 
solar heater, telephone, laundry room and store room, with 
excellent location in western Amman. Annual rent JD 7000. 
(Negotiable). 

Please call tel: 674227 after 2 p.m. 
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COMPETITION 

The BOAT will be opened soon 

What does this painting show? 

Does it show a furniture store? 

Does it show a cafe and coffee shop? 

Does it show a shop that sells coffee, candy and mixed nuts? 
Does it show a boutique? 

Does it show a boutique? 

The first prize: JD 50 
The second prize: JD 30 
The third prize: JD 20 
And there are other prizes.. 

The results will be made public on the inauguration day which 
will be announced later 

The last date set for receiving the answers is June 15, 1991. 
Send the answers with your name and address to the following 
address: 

The Boat Competition — Amman, P.O.BOX 154 
Prince Hashed Ben Hassan Estate. 


Japan estimated 
top creditor nation 
in world last year 


TOKYO (R| — Japan is esti- 
mated to have retained its posi- 
tion as the world’s largest creditor 
nation in calendar 1990, the 
ministry of finance (M OF) 
announced Tuesday.. 

Japan's net overseas holdings 
— the balance between assets and 
debts it holds abroad — hit a 
record $328.1 billion in public 
and private assets at the end of 
1990, up 11.9 per cent from the 
previous year's record $293.2 bil- 
lion. 

No credit/debt figures for other 
nations are available yet for the 
whole of 1990, a MOF official 
said. 

Close on Japan's heels was the 
former West Germany, believed 
to have had assets dose to 
Japan's $328 billion by the end of 
1990, the official said. 

The United States had net ex- 
ternal debt of $663.7 billion at the 
end of 2989 against 5532.5 billion 


a year before. MOF data show. 
Figures for 1990 were not avail- 
able. 

Japan's overseas debts reached 
a record 51 .53 trillion at the end 
of 1990. gaining 3.5 per cent from 
$1.48 trillion a year earlier. 

But it was outpaced by the 
growth in its overseas assets, 
which grew an annual 1.9 per 
cent to hit a new high of $1.86 
trillion from $1.77 trillion in 1989. 

Japan boosted foreign assets 
mostly in direct investment and 
securities holdings by private 
companies. 

Declines in the assets were 
seen in loans, which stemmed 
from tight credit by Japanese 
firms and increased collection of 
credits in that year, the MOF 
official said. 

Japan has been the top creditor 
nations since 1985, when it had 
net foreign assets of $129 billion. 


Senior CB J official 
highlights relations 
between Jordan, EC 


she said. 

The question of outside parti- 
cipation in the development bank 
will unavoidably be connected to 
politics and the participation of 
Israel, thereby creating an im- 
possible situation, it was noted. 

Europe and Japan are not in- 
terested in participating in the 
such a bank without the participa- 
tion of the United States, one 
said. The United States, on the 
other hand, will most likely only 
participate if Israel is included — 
a likelihood that is doubtful when 
taking into account the politics of 
the region, he said. 

The participation of Israel 
could become “ quire a barrier" to 
gening a regional development 
bank going, he noted. 

A former ambassador stressed 
that the United States “should 
not support a bank ' without 
Israel.” 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Central Bank 
of Jordan Deputy Governor 
Michel Marto warmly welcomed 
any steps to improve and expand 
EC-Jordanian cooperation. He 
said he was particularly pleased 
to see the growth of new Euro- 
pean institutions designed ro en- 
courage investment, joint ven- 
tures and technology transfer be- 
tween European and the rest of 
the world. In an interview for the 
European Community (EC) news 
letter published in Jordan, he 
talked about the benefits that 
such enhanced cooperation could 
bring to both sides. 

Jordan's current coopera- 
tion with the Community is excel- 
lent, said Dr. Marto. Three eco- 
nomic, financial and technical 
protocols providing a total of 
ECU 203 million have been con- 
cluded since Jordan- and the 
European Community signed 
their first cooperation agreement 
in Brussels in 1977. A fourth 
protocol is under discussion. 

Jordan also appreciated the 
timely aid provided by both the 
EC and its member countries 
during the Gulf crisis, said Dr. 
Marto. 

Now, however, he would like 
to see new areas of cooperation 
developed with special emphasis 
going to investment, joint ven- 
tures and technology transfer in 
the private sector. 

Dr. Marto hopes EC networks, 
including EC International In- 


vestment Partners and the Busi- 
ness Cooperation Centre (BCC) 
will offer excellent opportunities 
for Jordanian entrepreneurs and 
investors to benefit from the de- 
velopment that has made the EC 
a major industrial force and the 
world’s largest trading bloc. 

They stand to gain new tech- 
nology and know-how, new skills 
in presentation and marketing 
and ultimately, access to wider 
markets. 

Dr. Marto also believes that 
the benefits of enhanced coopera- 
tion would not be one-sided. 


When you think PIZZA 
Hunk.. 


□□□O00D 


Wan twelve years experience 
in me Pizza business, we 
guarantee top quality 
YOUR PIZZA is prepared 
in our open kitchen. 

We ll put a smile on your lace 
Al-Rabieh Circle 
TeU: 698504 


REQUIRED 


Executive Secretary & Public Relations Officer: 

☆ Part time or full lime basis 

☆ Preferably with experience. 

* Excellent English (written & oral) 

Only for those who are qualified, please contact 
tel nos.: 621881/623223, for interview. 


INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
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Applications are invited for the post of Secretary to the' 
Head Teacher at the above school. Applicants should be 
good administrators, be adaptable, and have the ability to 
type, take shorthand and be conversant with the use of a 
word processor. 

They should also have an excellent command of English. 
An ability to speak Arabic would be an advantage but is- 
not essential 

For an application form and further details please 
contact the Head Teacher’s Secretary on 841070 


U f SPORTS CLUB \f\\ 

f * OLYMPIC SIZE ‘ \* 


SWIMMING POO 


* SWIMMING 


LESSONS 


O \* SQUASH & 


TENN1 




COME SWIMMING & SUNBATHING 

ABSOLUTELY FREE 

FOR DETAILS TEL 7931 SI 















































( 


A 

c 

at 

sy 

ve 

he 

T1 

Fi 

vt 

sk 


in 

C 

C 

ft 

ai 

h; 


I 

t 


t 

ic 

P 

.0 

tv 

•si 

n 


World Ne 


ws 


De Klerk hopes to keep ANC in 
talks with weapons agreement 

ANC says arms accord is inadequate 


JOHANNESBURG. South Afri- 
ca (Agencies) — President F.W. 
De KJerk has reached an agree- 
ment with Zulu leaders on 
weapons that can clear the way 
for the African National Con- 
gress (ANC) to end its boycott of 
talks on ending white rale, offi- 
cials said Tuesday, 

Government officials, who de- 
clined to be named, said they 
expect tough restrictions on 
Zulu's carrying spears in black 
townships hit by unrest to be 
announced during the next few 
days. 

The ANC said last week it 
would not take part in talks on 
the country's political future until 
the government met its ultima- 
tum to end violence in black 
townships that has claimed hun- 
dreds of lives in recent months. 

A key ANC demand is the 
banning of cultural weapons such 
as spears and axes carried by 
Zulus as an expression of their 
tribal identity and traditions. Hie 
township violence mostly pits 
ANC supporters against the main- 
ly Zulu Inkatha Freedom Party. 

To avert a confrontation with 
the ANC, De Klerk met Monday 
with Inkatha leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi to urge Zulu leaders to 


drop their opposition to limits on 
the carrying of spears in 
townships. 

The two leaders said they 
agreed to take tougher steps to 
control weapons at public meet- 
ings. Government officials said 
they expect spears to be banned 
at political rallies and confined to 
Zulu cultural events. 

“The Zulu leaders made a clear 
stand in favour of their cultural 
heritage, but were prepared to 
support the South African gov- 
ernment in efforts to improve 
control of dangerous instruments 
in unrest areas." a joint state- 
ment said. 

Earlier government bans on 
weapons in violence-hit 
townships have excluded Zulu 
spears. 

Government and ANC officials 
indicated earlier that a ban on 
spears would probably break the 
deadlock over constitutional 
talks. Other ANC demands, such 
as dismissal of the government 
ministers in charge of security 
forces, could be compromised on, 
they said. 

ANC officials said Tuesay they 
were snidying the new develop- 
ment, but were unlikely to com- 
ment until the government re- 


leased specific details. De Klerk 
said new regulations on weapons 
would be published shortly. 

But South African newspapers 
reported Tuesday that a limit on 
spears may not be enough to 
resolve the crisis. The Star news- 
paper said ANC sources wanted 
stronger steps by the government 
to halt the violence. 


No date has been set for the 
start of talks on ending white rule 
and sharing power with the black 
majority. De Klerk has said the 
tails could begin this year. 

The ANC Tuesday criticised as 
inadequate the new weapons ban 
agreed between its Zulu rivals 
and the government. 

About 25 religious leaders in- 
cluding Nobel Peace laureate 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu met 
in Johannesburg to discuss ways 
of resolving the deadlock in 
ANC-govemment talks on a non- 
racial constitution. 

The ANC pulled out of the 
negotiating process Saturday, 
saying De Klerk had failed to 
meet a May 9 deadline to act to 
halt township violence. 

ANC Information Director 
Pallo Jordan said the new arms 
ban still not good enough. 


“The issue has never been one 
of traditional weapons, it has 
been one of weapons," he told 
reporters, saying modem arms 
were the problem. 

He said the ANC’s policy-mak- 
ing National Executive Committe 
(NEC) would discuss whether the 
new weapons measure meant it 
should reconsider its boycott of a 
peace summit to be hosted by the 
govemmenbFriday and Saturday. 


De Klerk called the summit to 
find ways of ending township 
violence that some researchers 
say has killed 1.800 people in the 
last nine months. Most fighting 
has pitted the ANC against In- 
katha. 


The South African Council of 
Churches (SACC), hosting the 
meeting of religious leaders, has 
said any peace meeting without 
the ANC would be meaningless. 

An SACC spokesman said the 
group's Secretary General Frank 
Chikane would fly to Cape Town 
later Tuesday to tell De Klerk of 
the outcome of the church 


meeting. 

Chikane met Buthelezi Mon- 
day and held talks with ANc 
executive member Thabo Mbeki 
Tuesday. 


Rain delays Bangladesh relief efforts 


DHAKA (R) — Heavy rains 
pounded Dhaka Tuesday, pre- 
venting a U.S. task force and 
relief agencies from sending 
planes with supplies to cyclone 
and flood victims in Bangladesh. 

“I have never seen so much 
water in my life," said task force 
officer Allen Crawford as he 
alighted from one of the four 
U.S. C-130 transport aircraft at 
Dhaka Airport. 

The plane had been scheduled 
to leave for a Chittagong Port 


early in the morning but was still 
grounded three hours later. 

“We cannot take off because 
visibility is very poor and there 
have been thunderstorms," 
Lieutenant Crawford said. 


Wednesday, two weeks after 
Bangladesh's worst cyclone in 20 
years killed more than 138,000 
people on the coast and about a 
dozen islands in the Bay of 
Bengal. 


Weather officials said 50 mm 
(three inches) of rain fell on 
Dhaka over six hours Tuesday, 
submerging vast areas of the city 
of seven million people. 

The U.S. task force of nearly 
7,000 Marines arrived last 


The force, commanded by Ma- 
jor-General H.C. Stackpole, has 
ferried supplies to cyclone survi- 
vors, set up water purification 
plants and treated thousands of 
people suffering from diarrhoea! 
diseases. 


4 former E. German leaders arrested 


BERLIN ( AP) — Four members 
of former East Germany's 
National Defence Council have 
been arrested, including ex-Pre- 
mier Willi Stoph and ex-Defence 
Minister Heinz Kessler, the Ber- 
lin Justice Office said Tuesday. 

Justice Senator Jutta Limbach. 
in a statement to the news media, 
said the four were arrested over a 
period spanning late Monday and 
eariy Tuesday. 

In addition to Stoph and Kes- 
sler, Limbach identified the other 
two former Communist officials 
as Fritz Strelitz and Hans 
Albrecht. 

The four were arrested in con- 
nection with their duties on for- 
mer East Germany's National 
Defence Council, the statement 
said. 

The arrested men are under 


investigation on suspicion of 
manslaughter in connection with 
shoot-to-kill orders issued in 1974 
by former East German leader 
Erich Honecker. 

According to the statement, 
the arrests were made because 
police had received a tip that 
Kessler was planning to flee the 
country. 

Honecker was spirited away to 
Moscow by the Soviets on March 
13. He is also wanted by Berlin 
justice officials in connection 
with the deaths of would-be 


trying to escape across then East 
Germany’s heavily fortified bor- 
der or the Berlin Wall to the West 
between mid- 1961 and 1989. 


Stoph, 76, served as head of 
government after the death of 
then Communist leader Walter 
Ulbricht in August 1973 until 
1976, when the East German 
government was re-organised 
under Honecker. 


escapees. 

Limbach said that investigation 
thus far indicates that members of 
former East Germany's National 
Defence Council were jointly re- 
sponsible "as decision makers,'' 
in issuing the shoot-to-kill orders. 

Up to 200 people were killed 


Kessler, 71, served as defence 
minister from 1985 until the fall 
of East Germany's hardline Com- 
munist government in the autumn 
of 1989. 

Strelitz, 64, and Albrecht. 71, 
were top Communist officials 
serving with Stoph and Kessler as 
members of the National Defence 
Council when Honecker was in 
power. 


Support grows for overhauling 


the Italian political system 


ROME (AP) — After 50 govern- 
ments in 45 years, a growing 
chorus of Italian politicians is 
demanding the radical overhaul 
of a system blamed for poor 
public services, a huge national 
debt and growing mafia violence. 

The loudest voices backing fun- 
damental change in Italy's elec- 
toral, legislative and bureaucratic 
systems belong to Bettino Craxi, 
the former Socialist premier, and 
President Francesco Cossiga. 

Italy has held together since 
World War II because the key 
political players are around for 
years, parties have enjoyed re- 
latively stable constituencies and 
bureaucrats were secure in their 
jobs despite frequent changes at 
the top. 

. But the nation's patience seems 
to have worn thin. 

The media has been hammer- 
ing away at mafia murders more 
gruesome than ever and public 
debt that could hit $120 billion 
this year. 

■Advocates of reforms argue 
that it is imperative if Italy is to 
keep pace with a fast-moving 
Europe, especially in view of the 
unified European Community 
market that is to arrive in 1993. 

“I believe I'm interpreting the 
widespread sentiment of the peo- 


ple, thoughtful and worried about 
the fate of our country, when I 
say: 'Enough, already,”’ essayist 
Norberto Bobbio wrote in La 
Stampa, a Turin daily. 

Voters long loyal to traditional 
parties have began supporting re- 
gional parties. The new parties 
appeal to people fed up with a 
bureaucratic central government, 
poor public services and taxes 
they feel are wasted on the under- 
developed south, where orga- 
nised crime is rampant. 

The trend was confirmed in 
scattered local elections this 
month. 


interested in the job. 

The reform movement has 
been buoyed by results of nation- 
wide telephone surveys. A survey 
done for the newsweekly Panor- 
ama found 71.1 per cent approval 
for the type of reform advocated 
by Cossiga. In another, for L’Es- 
presso magazine. 57 per cent said 
the state and public administra- 
tion would function better if the 
president were to have more 
powers or be elected by the peo- 
ple instead of by parliament as 
under the present system. 


In the northern town of Valen- 
za Po. a regional party, the 
Northern League, took 23.5 per 
cent of the vote. That was second 
only to the 27 per cent won by the 
Christian Democrats, who have 
dominated Italy since the war. Six 
years ago. the Northern League 
garnered only 2 per cent. 

Cossiga. whose post as presi- 
dent is now largely ceremonial, 
has said it might be time for a new 
constitution. A French-style gov- 
ernment, with a strong presiden- 
cy, has been widely discussed. 

Craxi has also been pushing for 
a strengthened presidency and 
has made no secret he would be 


Among proposed reforms are 
the direct election of mayors, 
who are now chosen by party 
leaders, a reduction in the num- 
ber of legislators, and a require- 
ment that a party win at least 5 
per cent of the vote to earn a seat 
in parliament. 


Two of the four parties in 
Premier Giulio Andreotti’s gov- 
erning coalition — the Liberals 
and Social Democrats — would 
not be represented under such a 
formula. 

Andreotti’s previous coalition 
collapsed in March after the part- 
ners squabbled over how to bring 
about the reforms. 

Italy's problems won’t be easiiy 
solved. 


Barton Fink wins top award at Cannes 


CANNES, France ( AP) ' — Bar- 
ton Fink, a biting American com- 
edy about Hollywood, won the 
Best-Film Award and two other 
top honours Monday night at the 
44th annual Cannes Film Festiv- 
al, 

The 10-member jury, headed 
by director Roman Polanksi, said 
Barton Fink was a unanimous 
choice far the prestigious Golden 
Palm. 

It was the third straight Golden 
P aim for American films. David 
Lynch's Wild At Heart won last 
year, while Steven Soderbergh's 
Sex, Lies and Videotape won in 
1989. 

John Turturro won the Best- 


Actor Prize for his portrayal of 
the title role in Barton Fink, a 
serious-minded New York play- 
wright lured into a Hollywood 
screenwriting job in the 1940s. 

Brothers Joel and Ethan Coen, 
who wrote, produced and 
directed Barton Fink, were hon- 
oured with the prize for Best 
Direction. 

Irene Jacob of France won the 
Best Actress Award for her dou- 
ble role in the French-Polish pro- 
duction, The Double Life Of 
Veronica, directed by Kazysztof 
Kieslowski of Poland. 

In her firs! starring film role, 
Jacob, 24, plays two young 
women, a French music teacher 


and a Polish singer, who are 
virtually identical and haunted by 
sense they have a counterpart 
elsewhere. 


The Coen Brothers’ three pre- 
vious films were Blood Simple, 
Raising Arizona and Miller's 
Crossing, in which Turturro 
appeared. 


Turturro was in a second well- 
received film at Cannes — Jungle 
Fever by Spike Lee. 

A new award for Best Support- 
ing Performance was given out 
this year, and went to another 
Jungle Fever cast member — 
Samuel L. Jackson, who plays a 
Harlem junkie. 


House 


embraces 
SD1 cut; 
Bush 
threatens 


veto 

WASHINGTON (API — Presi- 
dent George Bush threatened to 
veto as the lower house of Con- 
gress debated a $291 billion milit- 
ary budget that slashes his prop- 
osed spending on the Strategic 
Defence Initiative (SDI) and the 
B-2 Stealth bomber. 

Despite Bush's warning, the 
House of Representatives 
adopted the recommendation of 
its Armed Services Committee to 
trim the president’s proposed 
SDI, or “Star Wars,” allocation 
from $4.6 billion to $2.7 billion in 
fiscal 1992. 

The action came after the 
chamber rejected a more severe 
measure that would have reduced 
SDI to a research programme 
with a budget of $1.1 billion. 

In a letter to House minority 
leader Robert Michel, Bush ac- 
cused members of the committee 
of targeting vital strategic prog- 
rammes and using the fends for 
weapons built in their own back- 
yards. 

“While cutting funding for 
these and other crucial program- 
mes, the bill finds unneeded 
items such as excessive procure- 
ment of aircraft and other 
weapons systems." Bush said. 

The committee's bill also ter- 
minates work on the B-2 bomber 
at the 15 planes in production. 

The package for the fiscal year 
beginning on Oct. 1 increases 
spending on conventional 
weapons that proved successful 
during the Gulf war, including 
the F-15 and F- 16 jet fighters, the 
M-l tank and the Patriot missile. 

The president said fiscal con- 
straints on creating armed forces 
to meet future challenges means 
“there is no room for pork-barrel 
spending or politics as usual in 
Congress." 



Hun Sen 


Cambodia 

rejects 

Khmer 


Rouge 


ultimatum 


BANGKOK (R) — Phnom Penh 
Prime Minister Hun Sen says a 
Khmer Rouge ultimatum that he 
accept a U.N. peace plan or face 
renewed fighting is proof the 
Maoist guerrillas have no inten- 
tion of bringing peace to Cambo- 
dia through negotiations. 

“I deeply regret hearing such 
war-mongering and arrogant lan- 
guage that has shaken the hope of 
the entire Cambodian people and 
the international community for 
the beginning of the restoration 
of peace in Cambodia," Hun Sen 
said in a statement read by an 
announcer on Phnom Penh Radio 
Monday night. 

On Saturday, the Khmer 
Rouge, which has tried for a dozen 
years to unseat Cambodia's Viet- 
nam-installed government, told 
Phnom Penh to accept the U.N. 
plan by June 5 and implied that a 
shaky ceasefire in force in Cam- 
bodia since May 1 would collapse 
if Phnom Penh foiled to act. 

The two sides are due to meet 
in Jakarta in the first days of June 
to discuss the U.N. plan. 
'Together with the international 
community, we hope that the 
voluntary ceasefire, despite the 
bellicosity of the Khmer Rouge, 
can be maintained beyond die 
forthcoming Jakarta meeting and 
until the signing of a global poli- 
tical solution." Hun Sen said. 

The plan, drafted by the five 
permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council, calls for U.N. 
administrators virtually to ran the 
country in a period of disarma- 
ment leading to elections. 

Phnom Penh has refused to 
accept the plan because it fears 
disarmament may be erratically 
enforced and lead to a return to 
power by the Khmer Rouge, 
under whose rule in the late 1970s 
a million Cambodians died. 

The Khmer Rouge and its two, 
smaller, non-communist allied 
factions have accepted the plan. 

“We must be wary of the tricky 
and hypocritical Khmer Rouge," 
Hun Sen said. “They have acted 
as if they are so respectful of the 
U.N. and human rights and have 
accepted all decisions made by 
the big five. 

“But this tactic can mislead no 
one. In fact, the Khmer Rouge 
have already made up their minds 
never to respect the terms of the 
accord and find in our reserve an 
excuse to sabotage the peace plan 
and then blame us for their own 
insincerity." 

He said the Khmer Rouge ulti- 
matum showed the guerrilla 
group had “no intention what- 
soever oF settling the Cambodian 
problem through negotiations or 
of ending the fratriddai war.” 
The 40-year-old prime minister 
called for neutral foreign obser- 
vers to supervise the present ceas- 
efire. which each side accuses the 
other of violating. 




JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MAY 22 , 1 «^ 


India to boost security 


after vote fraud, violence 


NEW DELHI (R) — Authorities 

Tuesday invalidated elections for 
five parliament seats after an 
explosion of violence and vote 
fraud in the first stage of India's 
general election. 

The order by Election Com- 
missioner T.N. Seshan meant tire 
election process must start over in 
five of the 204 consti blendes that 
were at stake in Monday's voting. 

Voting continues Thursday and 
Sunday. First results will be 
announced on May 27 for the 
543-seat member house. 

At least 55 people were killed 
in violence that rocked nearly all 
nine states and four federally 
ruled territories where elections 
were held. The toll included two 
people killed Tuesday morning. 

Election officials said the five 
constituencies where the vote was 
invalidated encompassed 4,000 to 
5,000 polling stations. Fifteen 
contests for state assembly seats 
in same areas also will start over. 

The invalidated elections were 
in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, the 
two most populous of India's 25 
states and the key swing states 
that could deride the outcome of 
the election. . 

The two states are the main 
battle grounds for the Congress 
Party, foe long-ruling party that is 
trying to stage a comeback from 
its 1989 defeat — the Hindu 
revivalist Bharatiya Janata Party, 
and the Janata Dal Party of for- 
mer Prime Minister V.P. Singh. 

Of the deaths reported Mon- 
day, about 20 people were killed 
in the town of Meerut, 50 miles 
(80 kilometres) northeast of New 
Delhi when an argument between 
a Hindu and a Muslim candidate 
became a riot between members 
of the two religions. 

Balloting will take place again 
in several hundred polling sta- 
tions outside the five constituen- 


cies because of irregularities in 
Monday’s voting. Seshan said. 
Most will vote again Wednesday 
or later this week, he said. 

Elections were cancelled pre- 
viously for three of the 543 
elected seats in theJLok Sabba, 
the policy-making lower house of 
parliament, because candidates 
died during the campaign. Two 
were killed hi election violence 
and one died from natural causes. 

Seshan said extra precautions 
were befog taken to avoid .more 
trouble when other districts go to 
the polls Thursday and Sunday. 

“Security is being beefed up to 
the maximum possible,” he told 
reporters. 

Seshan declined to say what 
incidents prompted him to call for 
a new vote in each constituency. 

Indian and foreign journalists 
witnessed dozens of incidents of 
fraud, from ballot box stuffing to 
armed intimidation of voters. - 

No schedule was issued for 
bolding new elections in the in- 
validated districts, but they can- 
not be held before the new parlia- 
ment is to convene on June 5. 

Of foe 543 seats, elections for 
27 previously were being delayed 
in the insurrection-torn states of 
Punjab and Assam. No elections 
are being held in Kashmir, which 
is. allotted six seats. 

Eight more individual districts 
have now been knocked out of 
the accounting, if a new govern- 
ment is to oe in place when 
parliament convenes. 

Thai means a party — or a coali- 
tion of parties — will need 252 
seats to immediately form major- 
ity government 

Pre-election opinion polls have 
said foe Congress Party of former 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi will 
emerge foe strongest of the three 
major groups in the race but mil 
fell short of a majority. 


Yeltsin strikes conciliatory 


note at start of congress 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian leader 
Boris Yeltsin struck a conciliatory 
note Tuesday at the start of a 
legislative congress designed to 
introduce an elected, executive 
presidency in foe biggest Soviet 
Republic. 

- Yeltsin, main political rival of 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, praised foe central gov- 
ernment for moving towards a 
partnership with foe 15 consti- 
tuent republics and accepting 
the idea of a market economy. 

"Changes are taking place and 
not ony in Russia," he told the 
1 ,000-strong Congress of People's 
Deputies. 

“Other republics are moving in 
the same direction. The centre 
has started to understand this and 
shifted from confrontation to 
cooperation.” 

He cited the landmark “nine- 
pi us-one" agreement signed by 
Gorbachev and foe leaders of 
nine republics on April 23, which 
implicitly recognised increased 
autonomy for the republics. Yelt- 
sin, for his part, backed foe 
Soviet president’s economic re- 
covery programme and supported 
calls for an end to strikes. 

Yeltsin has pushed the execu- 
tive presidency idea to give him a 
solid poweibase in his rivalry with 
Gorbachev, who retains the lead- 
ership of the still powerful Com- 
munist Party. 

The blunt Siberian is widely 
seen as the front-runner in elec- 
tions for the post, due to be held 

— if the congress approves — on 
June 12. He would become the 
first ever Russian Republic leader 
to be elected in Soviet history. 

The Communists, supporting 
former Prime Minister Nikolai 
Ryzhkov and former Interior 


Minister Vadim Bakatin, have 
said they will try to have foe polls 
postponed for three months and 
push for other changes in the elec- 
tion rales. 

But the first step towards a 
June 12 vote, approval of the 
agenda, passed smoothly. 

Yeltsin was elected to bis air- 
rent post, officially chairman of 
the presidum of the Russian par- 
liament, by foe congress deputies 
a year ago. 

To be chosen Russian presi- 
dent directly by foe republic's 150 
million voters would give him a 
certain moral ascendancy over 
Gorbachev, who was chosen 
president by the Soviet Congress 
of People's Deputies. 

Yeltsin Tuesday stressed the 
importance of introducing foe 
new pest. “The presidency is not 
a goal in itself. It is a major step 
in strengthening power and state- 
hood in Russia.” 

He appealed for a dean cam- 
paign with due respect paid to all 
candidates. 

He concluded his speech by 
paying tribute to foe late Andrei 
Sakharov, the dissident and sci- 
entist whose 70th birthday would 
have fallen Tuesday. 

“We .try to follow foe way 
which was chosen by this great 
person,” Yeltsin said. “If he were 
with us I think there would have 
been fewer losses, mistakes and 
zig-zags." 

The Congress also stood in 
silence to honour the victims of 
recent clashes in Transcaucasia. 
Armenia says Soviet and Azeri 
troops killed at least 50 Arme- 
nians in foe past few weeks, while 
rival Azerbaijan puts foe death 
toll at around 20 and blames 
Armenian gunmen. 


U.K. leftist lawmaker seeks to abolish monarchy 


LONDON (AP) — Legislator 
Tony Benn, a favourite of the 
British left, has put forward a bill 
to abolish the monarchy and the 
hereditary House Of Lords: a 
would-be revolution in 54 clauses 
of dry parliamentary language. 

The measure would give Bri- 
tain a president and a House of 
the People composed equally of 
men and women and would end 
the Church of England's special 
status. It has scant chance of gening very 
far in foe Conservative-domin- 
ated British parliament. 

But the 66-year-old Benn is no 
quitter. 

A reluctant aristocrat, he 
fought to get The law changed so 
he could disown the title he inher- 
ited in 1960 from his father. Lord 
Stansgate. With the title, he 
would have been forced into the 
Lords and barred from remaining 
in the House of Commons. 

Three years later, the new act 
passed, he was back in the House 
of Commons as plain Mr. Benn. 

“This one will Cake some time 
to mature," acknowledged Benn. 
an energy secretary in Britain's 
1975*79 Labour Party govern- 
ment. 

He presented his Common- 
wealth of Britain bill knowing it 
has little chance of even being 
debated on foe floor the floor of 


parliament. 

But for Benn this is a new 
beginning. 

He’s spent five' years working 
out his vision of a Britain without 
foe pageantry, foe titles, foe hon- 
ours and the 1,000- year-old 
monarchy. 

Now he’s embarked on foe 
long road to campaign for his plan 
through meetings of leftists in 
chilly halls up and down the 
country, labour union rallies and 
endless correspondence. 

Among foe first on his mailing 
list was Buckingham Palace. 
Benn sent a draft of the bill round 
there early to catch Queen Eli- 
zabeth II before she left on her 
current tour of the Unitd States. 

“I got a very courteous ack- 
nowledgement,” Benn told re- 
porters at the Commons. 

A Buckingham Palace spokes- 
man said of the bill, "we have no 
-comment.” 

Benn's bill envisages the queen 
being forcibly retired. Her 
jewels, castles, yacht, paintings 
and other wealth that places her 
among the richest people in the 
world would be handed over to 
the state. 

The monarch would get unspe- 
cified compensation, a pension, 
and her family would get acco- 
modation "in such royal palaces 


as may be determined by parlia- 
ment.” 

Benn is used to being laughed 
at, derided by pro-Conservative 
newspapers as "loony left” and a 
foiled revolutionary, and ignored 
by both the governing Conserva- 
tive Party and the mainstream of 
bis own Labour Party. 

He narrowly missed becoming 
deputy leader of the Labour Party 
in 1981. But the left-wing has 
since been increasingly isolated as 
the party has shifted toward foe 
centre and is now a serious chal- 
lenger for power after a dozen 
years in opposition to Conserva- 
tive Party governments. 

Benn has battled on through it 
all. 

There were his attempts to get 
U.S. troops expelled from Bri- 
tain; a bill to enable workers to 
fire managers at a week’s notice 
and, most recently, an attempt 
to condemn British participation 
in the Gulf war. 

With his proposal to abolish 
the monarchy, Benn has another 
idea whose time has not come yet 
— although there are signs of 
waning royal popularity. ■ 

The most recent poll, by Mar- 
ket and Opinion Research Inter- 
national in February, indicated 
that 14 per cent of Britons thought 
the monarchy should be elimin- 


ated — up from 6 per cent a year 
ago. 

Central to Benn's plan is giving 
Britain its first written constitu- 
tion and ending the status of the 
Church Of England as the estab- 
lished church with the monarch as 
its temporal head. That stems 
from Henry VOTs break with the 
Vatican in the 16th century. 

He would also abolish foe 
House Of Lords. In Benn's 
views, prime minister have rein- 
forced their power with the pat- 
ronage that comes from appoint- 
ing peers and granting titles. 

The only part of his bill that 
conies near to official Labour 
policy concerns foe Lords. 

Labour is pledged to put an 
elected chamber in place of the 
unelected upper house of parlia- 
ment. whose powers have steadi- 
ly been whittled down over the 
years to the point where the 
Lords can only delay some bills 
from passage. 

“We are a very, very undemo- 
cratic society," said Benn. “What 
is wrong is wrong at foe top ... 
this is a society where privilege is 
protected behind barbed wire.” 

Under the British system, the 
queen reigns as a constitutional 
monarch with real political power 
vested in the elected House Of 
Commons. - _ 



Queen knights 
Schwarzkopf 


TAMPA. Florida (R) — Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth bestowed an 
honorary knighthood on Golf war 
commander General Norman 
Schwarzkopf in a ample private 
ceremony, turning the war- hero 
nicknamed “the bear” into a. 
Knight Commander of . the Bath. 
Since his. title is honorary; - 
Schwaxzkopf does not became - 
“Sir Norman," although soldiers 
at McDill Air Force Base private- 
ly said they have informally chib- 
bed him "the duke of MacML”- 
After sailing into Tatnpa Bay, foe 
queen and Prince Philip held a 
“walkabout” at a downtown - 
pedestrian esplanade and 
attended a reception at a local- 
university. Eight-year-old Derek 
Franktin, dressed in his full scout 
regalia, summed up foe royal visit 
as “neato." In a light rain, the . 
royal entourage drove to Mac- 
Dill, where foe general greeted 
the queen and accompanied her 
up the seven steps into Ins central 
command headquarter* for a tour 
of his “war room.” 


One-third of 
Argentines live 
in Buenos Aires 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — One- 
third of Argentina's 32,370,298 
inhabitants live in its capital 
Buenos Aires and its suburbs, 
according to eariy data of a 
national census released Monday. 
The National Statistics Bureau 
(Indec) said foe latest census 
showed 10,884381 people lived 
in metropolitan Buenos Aires. 


1,000 attend 
AIDS memorial 


LONDON (AP) — Around 
1,000 people attended a candlelit 
memorial for those whose' lives 
have been blighted by AIDS, 
organisers said. The event in 
London's historic Trafalgar 
Square was organised by the 
Terenc^ Higgins Trust, a charity 
working with AIDS snfferecs. 
"The memorial is very important 
giveq -tbat many of rise people 
who have died of AIDS are so 
young," Trust Chief Executive 
Naomi Wayne said in a state- 
ment. “It is important for their 
families, lovers and partners to 
know that they are not forgot- 
ten, that they did not die in 
vain." The memorial is held 
annually. The trust says 2,500 
Britons have died from AIDS. 
The event began with a service 
at foe Church of St. Martin's-In- 
Tbe-FiekJ on Trafalgar Square, 
organisers said. Many people 
cried and embraced as organis- 
ers read out foe names of 600 
who have (tied, including actor 
Rock Hudson and the musician 
Liberace. Participants observed 
a moment's silence for all foe 
victims of AIDS. 


Long live the king 
— but which one? 


HONG KONG (R)— It was foe 
sort of . public slip that every 
bead of state, politician, and 
senior official has nightmares 
about. The assembled guests fell 
silent, glasses are raised and the 
toast is... wrong. Hong Kong's 
usually urbane governor. Sir 
David Wilson, got in a right 
royal muddle this weekend, 
according to witnesses. Invited 
to respond to a toast for Britain's 
Queen Elizabeth at a reception 
to mark Norwegian national day 
Fnoay evening, he responded 
with a toast to ‘‘His Majesty, 
King Haakon foe fifth," the wit- 
nesses said. The record books 
show Norway’s King Haakon the 
seventh died in 1957, and was 
replaced by King Olav the fifth, 
who died this year to be replaced 
by King HaraJd the fifth. 


Maureen O’Hara 
lured back to films 


NASHVILLE, Tennessee' ( AP) 
— Maureen O’Hara says it took 
a feisty, charming character to 
lure her back to the big screen 
after a 20-year absence. O’Hara, 
71, is reunited with Anthony 
Quinn in Only The Lonely, in 
which foe portrays a widow who 
fends off his advances. "I like 
my character — she’s feisty, 
bad-tempered, opinionated... 
but occasionally charming. She's 
really something of a female 
Archie Bunker," O’Hara said in 
an interview with the Tennes- 
sean. O’Hara and Quinn’s first 
screen romance was in 1942 in 
Blade Swan. Her performance in 
Only The Lonely, which opens 
this week, has brought early ta»c 
of an Oscar nomination, some- 
thing that eluded her in her 
foree-decade career. “It really 
1 ’t have to be an Oscar. Just 
will'd©," she said.. .* 







